
Come and Follow 
John 1:43 51 

Rev. Susan Pickering Sunday 17th January 2021
Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: O God you search me and you know me CH 97 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

God created each of us uniquely and diversely

God knitted us together in our mothers womb.

Let us give thanks and praise to God 

God turns up in unexpected places,

Calling us to ‘come and see.’

We give thanks to God who calls 

Gathered together let us come and see the beauty of God

Experience God’s presence,

Let us worship God as one.

Gathered and ready 
we will lift our voices in praise to God. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Praise be to you, O’God

For you are ever present in this place and in our lives.

We thank you for the life 

which is offered in your Word,

for it’s layers of meaning and truth

enabling us to see you in new and fresh ways.


As light breaks through the dark clouds of the sky,

So your light breaks through the darkness of the world.


We so often miss opportunities to be your presence in the world,

We fail to see your presence in the world,

in the people we meet, the places we go,

the world in which we live.


We often fear entering deeper into relationship with you,

fear what we may feel called to do,

fear leaving our comfort zone of the known

to step into the unknown.


In a world filled with greed, violence and grasping for power,

We so often feel powerless, speechless and small,

It becomes hard to speak out, to stand up,

To call people to the new way offered by Jesus.


You are God of all eternity,

Forgive us,

Send your Spirit upon us,

May she reveal to us who we are,

how we are called.

May She speak to us in the silences,

Visiting us deeply in the life places we refuse to name.

In the name of Love we pray, Amen


Words of Assurance 

We are loved as we are, not as we believe we should be.

We are given forgiveness as a gift,

beyond anything we have deserved or earned.

Come, hear and experience Christ’s words of grace for us,

We are forgiven, free and loved.

Thanks be to God 
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Doxology Praise God CH 808 (Tune TiS 768) 

Service of the Word 
 

Readings


1st reading 1 Sam 3:1 - 10  
 

2nd reading  John 1:43 - 51  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message 

The opening verse from 1 Samuel tells us that; ‘The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days;’   Yet, here as night begins to fall God calls the name of a Shiloh 1

temple altar boy, Samuel, not once but four times. In our Gospel reading, God’s 
Word speaks again in Galilee, this time to Philip, both readings are about calling.


Today’s reading from John is the ‘third of three distinct but related scenes in John,’  2

each scene opens with ‘the next day…’  Within these three scenes we hear a 3

number of titles ascribed to Jesus;  ‘Lamb of God,’   ‘Son of God,’  ’Rabbi,’  4 5 6 7

‘Messiah’  and ‘King of Israel.’  It’s suggested that the Johannine community 8 9

began among Jews who came to Jesus with relatively little difficulty, Jesus’ identity 
as Messiah, was as expected.  And in today’s reading it seems that’s exactly the 10

case as Jesus found Philip.


 1 Samuel 3:11

 Hankins in Feasting on the Gospel2

 John 1:29, 35, 433

 Brown4

 John 1:29, 365

 John 1:34, 496

 John 1:38, 497

 John 1:41,8

 John 1:499

 Brown10
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From what we’re given in the text there appears to be no dialogue, Jesus simply 
says; ‘follow me.’ Next minute we skip to Philip’s origin and hear that he finds 
Nathanael telling him; we’ve found him the one Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.  We’ve no idea as to the 11

bigger narrative behind this text, was it an act of disobedience that Philip goes off, 
had Jesus told him that was the go or is the intention that we see this as a 
portrayal of an intrinsic relationship between following and testifying? 
12

Anyhoo, Nathanael’s response; ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’  13

Comical, rude, sceptical or just plain honest? In context of the day possibly just 
plain honest, Nazareth was insignificant and questionable, the law and the 
prophets made no mention of Nazareth, so what is Philip on? As far as the text 
reveals Philip doesn’t get his knickers in a knot trying to convince or defend, there 
is no coercion, manipulation or threats of hell, he simply responds with ‘come and 
see.’


When Jesus sees Nathanael, all we hear is; ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!’  Did Jesus hear Nathanaels question/statement? Not sure, if he did 14

perhaps he appreciates the honesty. The word deceit, is a word that’s used in both 
testaments for sin, and to the first century hearer Jesus’ declaration of no deceit 
was high praise and would’ve been heard in sharp contrast to Jacob who was 
described as deceitful. 
15

Once more, Nathanael asks outright, where did Jesus come to know him. ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’  Quick note on fig tree’s they have 16

‘consistent symbolic weight in scripture’  both judgment and blessing, a place of 17

peace and prosperity.  Exactly what Nathanael was doing under the fig tree is left 18

as mystery, but this response is enough to move him from a place of questioning to 
a place of public declaration and confession about Jesus’ identity, a confession 
that leads to the promise; ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’  Again this would 19

 John 1:4511

 Hankins in Feasting on the Gospel12

 John 1:4613

 John 1:4714

 Genesis 27:3515

 John 1:4816

 Hansen in Feasting on the Gospel17

 E.g. Amos 4: 9 Mic 4: 4, Zec 3:1018

 John 1:5119
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have evoked images of Jacobs dream at Bethel,  a ladder set up on earth reaching 20

to heaven, the difference here is that the promise made to Nathanael is that his 
vision will reveal that it’s the Son of Man who connects earth to heaven. 
Interestingly we never hear of Nathanael again. although it is suggested that he’s 
believed to be the disciple ‘Bartholomew.’ 
21

We get so little information as to the whole here, dialogue is simple and yet also 
revealing. The initial barrier for Nathanael was the origin of Jesus, then like now, 
people made judgements based on the place of origin, perhaps he believed only 
someone of much more importance from a place more important would be the one. 
A trap of prejudgement so many people fall into, if you are X then you must come 
from or look like Y It didn’t stop Nathanael, he was open and possibly just a little bit 
curious.


Do we spend time reflecting on what we follow, why we came to see? Is it 
something we have just done, since been little, it’s just the done thing? Was it 
curiosity? I remember for me I said to a friend; ‘there has to be more to life than 
you’re born you live and you die?’ Funnily enough she was part of a church and 
Alpha was running, the caption on the brochure ‘you’re born, you live you die, is 
there more?’ Her response was simple, come along and I did.


Faith is something to be explored, a place of safety to ask the questions rather than 
give the directions, we don’t have all the answers. Our faith calls us to a way of life 
that very often runs against the way of the world. I reflected on the incident at the 
Capitol Building, people flying the flag of America and Christianity, standing for 
their rights? Defending their values? This led me to reflect on those who fly the flag, 
so to speak for Christianity more generally, standing for Christ? Defending the 
values of the kingdom? 


Alas, I felt what we witnessed in the US was Trumpianity and often more generally 
in relation to Christianity the rights and values that are being defended and stood 
for fly in the face of the life and ministry of Jesus. His life was lived non-violently, 
compassionately, he was unafraid of what religion and society deemed as unclean, 
he broke societal rules and shattered barriers that exluded, he stood for justice and 
he loved. When I see some of the stuff that’s proclaimed and actioned in the name 
of God it’s heartbreaking and almost soul destroying.

Jesus calls, ‘follow me,’ we hear the greatest commandment, Love God, the 
second, love your neighbour as yourself. Why do we fly rainbow flags - because all 
people are created in the image of God and we welcome, affirm and accept all 
people. Why do we have a community meal - because when we feed the hungry 
we feed Jesus. Why do we have a social justice table? - because we are called to 
speak out and raise awareness about injustice in our world. Let us dare follow 

 Genesis 28:12-1320

 Bruzzese in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 21
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Jesus, let us dare to be his hands, feet, heart, mind and voice in the world. Let us 
dare to walk the way that challenges, confronts and disturbs, let us create space 
for curiosity, and let us dare, when asked the questions we don’t have answers for 
respond with ‘I don’t know,’ the ultimate challenge is to simply invite people, come 
and see.


Prayer  
Embodied God, on the ladder between the home of heaven and earth, come be 
present, gently guide us through any fear of the challenge of discipleship, let us see 
the invite as an opportunity to explore, to journey together on a new adventure. 
Send your Spirit upon us and may she fill us with the curiosity to ask questions, to 
seek wisdom and the strength to love. In the name of Jesus, Amen


Hymn: Come now and follow me SM 33


Prayers for the People 

And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Jesus calls us (TIS 589) 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place,

Listening for the voice of God,

To engage with our restlessness,

To encourage curiosity,

And in all things be prepared to follow in the way of Jesus.


May the blessing of God, rest upon us as a call in the night,

May the blessing of Christ, be the courage to follow in a new way.

And may the blessing of the Holy Spirit, touch our souls as we engage with our 
restlessness.
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Shalom to You  

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible 
Feasting on the Gospels: John, Volume 1 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
Johnson

Introduction to the Gospel of John - Raymond E. Brown, Ed Francis J. Moloney

Flesh and Glory: Symbolism, Gender and Theology in the Gospel of John - Dorothy 
Lee

Provoking the Gospel of John - Richard W. Swanson

Symbolism int he Fourth Gospel: Meaning, Mystery, Community (2nd Ed) - Craig R. 
Koester

The Women in the life of the Bridegroom - Adeline Fehribach

The Community of the Beloved Disciple: The Life, Loves and Hates of an Individual 
Church in New Testament Times - Raymond E. Brown

Preaching the Word on sojo.net 
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