
Mt 5:1 - 12 - All Saints Day
Rev. Susan Pickering

Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn TiS 417 Loving Spirit, Loving Spirit V1-3 & 5)  

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

We gather as pilgrims on a journey 

in an uncertain and ever-changing world.

We do not travel alone, 
God is with us 

We gather remembering in thanks giving,

The saints who walked ahead and prepared the way.  

The way we walk, 
Is the way of Christ 

Let us give thanks for the wisdom of the ancients,

Let us give thanks for all who shared the vision of God,

For all who walked the way of Christ,

Let us call on the Spirit and Worship God.

Holy Spirt, Wisdom of God, 
Rest upon your people as we gather, 
Let us worship God. 

Acknowledgment of Country 
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We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Blessed be you Holy Love,

embodied in your creation yet not limited by it

we give you thanks for the voices of the universe,

For the saints who have travelled before us.


We give thanks for Jesus of Nazareth

who lived among us, experiencing the fullness of human life.

Your light streams into the world,

Revealing the shadowy corners of the universe,

And so too it reveals the shadows in our hearts.


We confess that we hear the voices of your prophets calling out

for justice, for peace.

We hear the teachings of the Christ calling us

to love and to act with compassion and integrity.

Yet in the frailty of our humanity we fail to respond.


We gather as your people,

Called to witness the way,

Yet we rely on the hope that people will just come,

that they too will hear the gospel,

for this, O God is often easier than living it out ourselves.


God of the ancients, God of the now,

Forgive us.

Send your Spirit among us 

May she surround us and fill us.

Rekindling the flame deep within,

That we begin to be light and love in the world,
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That we dare to respond fearlessly to the call,

Living with integrity and witnessing the good news of Christ.

Amen


Words of Assurance 

We fall silent …

The love of God continues to surround us,

embrace us and accept us.

The love of God offers forgiveness and freedom,

let us embrace the freedom and continue to walk the way of Christ.

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology TiS 747  The Lord is my Light 

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading 1 Thess 2:9 - 13 
2nd reading  Matt 5:1 - 12 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message 

Today is All Saint’s Day, now I’m not sure how familiar you are with All Saint’s Day, I 
certainly wasn’t too familiar or sure about what it’s all about.  I guess during my 
time in the pew I’d never really heard of it, as for preaching I’ve seen the alternative 
readings on the lectionary but that’s pretty much it. While I’ve preached on the 
beatitudes previously, I have never preached an ‘All Saint’s’ type themed sermon, 
so this is a whole new adventure for me. So what is it all about, where has it come 
from and why the Beatitudes?


For those of us that are not too familiar I thought I’d share some of the historical 
stuff. While the origin of All Saints’ Day can’t actually be pinpointed with any 
certainty, added to this different places observe in various ways I did come across 
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a couple of suggestions in relation to it’s birthing.  A feast of martyrs was originally 1

observed on the 13th May, a date suggested to have been determined by Pope 
Boniface IV.  The shift to November 1st is suggested to have occurred ‘during the 2

reign of Pope Gregory III (731-741), this shift also broadened the festival to include 
all saints.   The festival is also known as All Hallows and it’s eve still known as, 3

probably a much more commonly known festival, Halloween.  
4

I came across an article that suggests, many low-church Protestants  place little 
emphasis and discount All Saints’ Day and All Saints’ Sunday, some of the 
reasoning includes; association with Halloween, wariness of the Roman Catholic 
teaching on Purgatory and a fear that this celebration of saints impeded the 
centrality of Jesus Christ in Christian devotion.    It’s a celebration that apparently 5

has a checkered history, one of ‘raucous festivals around martyrs’ graves, prayers 
to saints to escape various kinds of sufferings, fantastical stories of their lives, and 
even trust in their merits.’  Like the festival we must acknowledge that the church 6

too has a checkered history, a history filled with abuses, sexual, physical and 
financial, a bit like a haunted house filled with skeletons hidden away, so many 
issues that have detracted people from focusing on Jesus, his life and ministry.


So if I was going to look at this festival I thought I’d better put some thought into 
the saints, the ones beyond the scriptures. The first that came to mind for me was 
Saint Kevin, mainly because I seriously thought it was a joke, but it wasn’t. Another 
that came to mind was Saint Barbara, she is recognised by the tunnelling industry, 
they have a little statue of her at the starting point of every tunnel, another true 
story, I bought Alan a little card with a picture of her and details about her life on - 
yep like football cards that you swap with friends.  Obviously today is much more 
than an opportunity to swap saint cards, I thought it was possibly an opportunity 
for us to refocus on Jesus, his life and ministry, our discipleship and recognise 
those who have witnessed to us and gone before us.


Our gospel reading today the beatitudes, the very beginning of the sermon on the 
mount, and over the last few weeks I’ve constantly referred back to this sermon as 
the best way to understand the Kingdom of heaven is like…As he begins teaching 
he does so with one word, blessed, which he repeats 9 times.  I think the word 
blessed has become a bit of a catchphrase, a bit of a hashtag, used to proclaim 

 https://www.britannica.com/topic/All-Saints-Day1

 https://www.britannica.com/topic/All-Saints-Day2

 https://www.britannica.com/topic/All-Saints-Day3

 https://www.britannica.com/topic/All-Saints-Day4

 https://www.patheos.com/blogs/uncommongodcommongood/2019/11/all-saints-sunday/ 5

 https://scholar.csl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=cj 6
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spiritual cliches, you know, too blessed to be stressed, it’s used to highlight 
people’s good fortune - God has blessed me for being faithful, we’re so blessed, I 
did a bit of a google search on #blessed, I had no idea how often that was used on 
twitter - thing is the overuse can strip it of it’s depth.


The Greek is μακαροι (makaroi), which can also be translated as ‘honourable,’ 
‘happy,’ ‘fortunate.’ Some of the beatitudes seem a little hard to swallow and so we 
need to remember that they’re not a prescription of requirements to gain access to 
the kingdom, rather they reveal the upside down culture of the kingdom, in this 
culture of honour and shame Jesus redefines what constitutes honour.  This is not 7

about wealth or success, which in the ancient world was definitely seen as a 
blessing, this is something very different. In this teaching, Jesus is saying true 
honour comes from living up to this new code, not compromising the message and 
receiving praise from God, so by conforming to the image of God and the ways of 
Christ we may find ourselves devalued and shamed by our neighbours, family and 
friends but we will be honoured by God and Christ. 
8

So back to all saints, if today’s festival is purely about the formal saint’s then for me 
it has nothing to offer, that’s not denying the influence and difference they have 
made in the world. Then I thought what if we strip it of the formal saint bit, what if 
today is about the simple saints in life?


What about Rosa Parks? her dream of justice she became known as the ‘first lady 
of civil rights’ she brought about change and freedom for many.


What about Gandhi, his commitment to non-violence and the changes he brought 
to peoples life, indeed the life of a nation?


What about Merrington? a man who served as a Padre, minister, here, and founder 
of Emmanuel College a man who influenced and cared for the lives of many? 


What about the Sunday school teacher that first told you that Jesus loved you?  


What about the friend who sits with us in our grief? 


The simple saints, may hold no specific status, are people who have lived their lives 
committed to the values of Christ and the kingdom.


Today we remember the simple saints who have influenced our lives, today is a 
reminder to share the stories of those in our history that helped ground us, helped 

 Neyrey7

 Hauerwas8
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us to understand the importance of the life and teachings of Christ. So as we just 
sit with this idea I thought I’d share some perhaps simple modern day beatitudes.


Blessed are you who greets the homeless with a smile, for you have engaged and 
respected the persons humanity.

Blessed are you who takes a meal to a person who can’t get out, for you have 
provided nourishment for the soul.

Blessed are you visits the lonely for you have broken the poverty of loneliness.

Blessed are you who sits along side the grieving for you are the presence of 
compassion.

Blessed are you who doubt for the kingdom has room for all.

Blessed are you who stand against injustice of any kind for you acknowledge the 
pain of the abused and the marginalised.


Blessed are the simple saints who have journeyed ahead and alongside us for they 
are part of our story.


Prayer 

Ancient love, you are ever present, ever calling, ever transforming, we give you 
thanks for the simple saints in our lives, those still with us and those no longer here. 
Pour your blessings out upon us that we may take your upside down kingdom into 
the world as we go.


Hymn:  Sing for God’s Glory (CH 172 Tune TiS 111) 

Prayers for the People:  

Sacrament of the Lords Supper 

 
Peace 

Communion Hymn:   Tis 538 Feed Us Now Bread of Life 

- Invitation 

Upon this table lies a feast,

A feast that will comfort our souls,

A feast that will fill us with the dancing life of the Holy Spirit,

A feast that is for all,

So come …
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- Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God be with you

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to God 

Let us give thanks to the God of love

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

It is indeed right that we give you our thanks and praise, O God,

In the time before dreaming you sent the wind of your Spirit

She stirred up the sea of chaos and brought forth the earth, the whole of creations, 
her sacred breath giving life to all.


We give you our praise and thanksgiving

for those who have travelled before us,

For their commitment to justice, to peace and to love.

We give you our praise and thanksgiving

for those who have travelled before us,

who have witnessed to your truth and love.


We give you our thanks and praise for Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ,

Who continues to call your people to discipleship,

Who showed us what it is to be compassionate,

Who dared to sit with saint and sinner at the table.

His life so radical he was killed,

Yet you raised him to new life.


So with the angels of light who envelop us,

the host of heaven,

brothers and sisters, east and west, north and south,

those who are separate from us now,

yet in this mystery close to us

we join with the whole of creation in every time and place

in the eternal hymn of your unending greatness:


Sanctus 

Holy, Holy Holy Lord 
God of Love and Light 
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heaven and earth are full  
Are full of your glory. 
Blessed is the one who comes, 
in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna in the highest 

- Institution 

- Invocation 

Ancient God, Send you sacred and Holy Spirit to rest upon these gifts,

In sharing this feast we connect past and present together,

For Christ is present, may our spirits be filled with warmth and light.


And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.


Breaking the Bread 

Prayer after Communion 

O God, we give you grateful thanks

For all that lies within this sacred feast

May we carry into the world

The bread which brings life

And the cup of compassion

Continuing in the footsteps of Christ,

And all who have gone before us.

Amen


Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: TiS 545 Shout for Joy 
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Words of Mission & Blessing 
 

Let us go out in faith and love,

Remembering the saints in our lives,

May we always be challenged by the call to discipleship,

Let us share the challenges,

Let us remember a life of faith is lived in the real world,

Let us remember that we have been fed,

so that we can share food with those we meet.

May our lives reflect the life of Christ.


The blessing of God rest upon us,

The blessing of Christ be our inspiration,

The blessing of the Holy Spirit be the still small voice calling us to join the dance of 
the kingdom, that brings love to the world.


Shalom to You  

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Feasting on the Gospels, Matthew Vol 2 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
Johnson

Matthew - Stanley Hauerwas

Preaching the Word - sojo.net

Lifting the Burden: Reading Matthew in the Church Today - Brendan Byrne

Matthew - Douglas R.A. Hare

https://scholar.csl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=cj 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/uncommongodcommongood/2019/11/all-saints-
sunday/

https://www.britannica.com/topic/All-Saints-Day

Honor and shame in the Gospel of Matthew - Jerome H. Neyrey
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