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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Jesus Calls us (TiS 589) 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world.


Call to Worship 

In the wind and the waves,

The ebb and flow of life.

God is present 

Do not be afraid, ‘come,’

We hear the call of Christ.

We gather together,  
the community of Christ. 

Let us offer worship to the One,

The transforming wind of life,

Who calls us to life together.

We gather to celebrate, 
We gather to worship God in our midst. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Blessed be you Holy One,

we gather in this space to seek you,

to acknowledge your presence among us,

to recall your wonderful works.


We look in awe at the beauty of creation that surrounds us,

We give thanks and praise for the freedom and liberation given through Christ, for 
the gift of your Spirit, which is life and peace.

As we gather to seek, recall and rejoice,

we also remember the frailty, our humanity.


We confess that in our brokenness we fail to challenge the systems of the world, 
we fail to stand up and speak out against injustice, 

Fear takes over.


We confess that we hear your message yet fail to rise to the challenge of 
discipleship, the message we share becomes safe.


We confess that we close our eyes and our ears,

If we are to look and truly listen we cannot bear what we experience.


We confess that we see difference, and often the first thought that comes to us is 
‘how we can help “them” change,’ that’s much easier than looking within ourselves.


We want to see change in the world,

We want to see lives transformed,

We want people to encounter Christ,

But then we doubt, we fear and lose sight of what could be.


Forgive us God,

Send your transforming Spirit to rest upon us,

May she weave through your people the world over,

May she grant us the strength to take courage,
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To rise up and call for changes that sees the need of all not just some to be met.

In the name of the One who leads us and guides us,

Amen


Words of Assurance 

God is always present in our lives, constantly working in us and through us, offering 
us the gift of mercy and peace, let us constantly seek God, let our soul’s thirst for 
the living water of life and let us hold firm to the promises of God. We are a 
forgiven, free and loved people.

Thanks be to God.


Doxology: Praise God (TiS 768) 

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading Genesis 37:1 - 4; 12 - 28  
2nd Reading Mt 14:22 - 33  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 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Message 

Our reading today is a continuation from the feeding miracle of last week. Jesus 
sends the disciples off in a boat, to head to the other side and after sending the 
crowds away he heads off up the mountain to pray, as he had attempted to do so 
prior to the feeding.  Now there is material for a really quick sermon here, Peter 
steps out of the boat, in faith, as soon as he notices what’s going on around him, 
he takes his eyes off Jesus and begins to sink - so in short we need to keep our 
eyes on Jesus at all times - very good advice, don’t get excited I have more to say.


Let’s look at the reading in a bit more depth. We’ve got the disciples following 
Jesus’ directions, they’re in a boat heading to the other side, that would be to 
Gentile land. Jesus is finally getting to spend some time in prayer alone. Meanwhile 
the disciples are in the boat being battered by the waves, the wind not on their 
side. There is an assumption made that they’re in a storm similar to what we read 
about in chapter 8, but there’s not actually a mention of a storm, I even did a bit of 
a brief Koine Greek check, anyhoo, anyone who has been out in a boat knows all it 
takes is a bit of wind and a few white caps and it can be on.


Jesus finishes up and heads off to the disciples, obviously the most convenient 
way appears to be on foot. In the thick of the chaos, the disciples probably 
shattered and drenched, seem to be doing just fine until they see a figure walking 
on the water towards them, it’s a ghost, it must be there is no other reasonable 
explanation, people do not walk on water, this is what terrifies them, as it would. 
Jesus identifies himself using the term εγο ειμι (ego eimi), I I am, for the Matthean 
Jewish Christian audience, Jesus is echoing the divine name heard by Moses at 
the burning bush, it is a self revelation, a disclosure of Jesus’ source of power. 
Peter, it seems want’s to check this out, if its you ‘command me to come to you,’ 
Jesus simply says ‘come,’ and so he does. Peter hops out of the boat and begins 
to walk on the water, he notices the strong wind and becomes frightened and then 
begins to sink - Jesus reaches out his hand, catches him and says; ‘You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?’ Once back in the boat they worship him and declare him 
to be ‘the Son of God.’


I wondered how this engages us today, I thought mmm, maybe we can head to the 
Brisbane river and give our faith a whirl, you know field trip to walk on water, but 
that would be very silly and we’d probably be very afraid and definitely doubt our 
ability to do so. Fear and doubt seem to be woven deep in to the fabric of our 
being, and so often the fear is not a fear of God, but like Herod at his banquet, we 
seem to be more fearful of the opinions of others.  As people who have responded 1

to the call to discipleship I’d like to suggest that we are probably supposed to find 

 Hauerwas1

	 	4



Matthew 14:22 - 33 Peter Steps out of the Boat
Rev. Susan Pickering

ourselves in situations, like the disciples in the boat, feeling far away from land and 
threatened by the winds and waves of the world.


Discipleship is not a pathway of smooth sailing (did you hear my pun there!) It’s a 
difficult pathway. We live in a time where it seems that hope is battered out of us, 
we have failing economies that may not survive, violence continues around the 
world, we have poverty that seems to have become an acceptable status quo, and 
we also now have the added battering of COVID-19. Fear is a formidable power 
that we all experience at different times for different reasons. Fear is also a primary 
emotion that is often expressed in secondary ways such as anger, violence and 
hostility, fear has such a stigma it’s often just not named - who wants to admit to 
being fearful? Best bet is stay in the boat, take no risks, don’t rock the boat and 
hopefully this too will pass. 
2

Small problem, we’ve responded to the call to discipleship and in that response 
we’ve committed to live as Christ lived, to walk the path he walked, Wright 
suggests; ‘for every disciple who takes the call to discipleship seriously, there’s a 
lot to be afraid of.’  Why, well discipleship is a call to dare to risk preaching news 3

that might disrupt and upset,  it’s daring to call out and stand against injustice in 4

the world, to be the voice of the oppressed and the marginalised. It’s a call to 
speak truth into spaces where it’s not actually welcome, to witness lives of non-
violence and love and hey the very faith tradition we are part of that’s supposed to 
be grounded in hope and love has for generations used language of hate and 
violence - images of marching soldiers, fight the good fight, swords, shields, wrath 
- all justified because it spoke into that time. 


My thing for this week as I’ve listened to the news and the concern about the 
economy is to suggest that our current economy isn’t working for us and that we 
ought to call for a year of jubilee, an opportunity to creatively reimagine an 
economy focussed on people and sustainability. Now one of my friends on 
facebook, yes I did post it, suggested that it was a dangerous idea, Provacative! 
Inspiring! Challenging! Disruptive! Creative! When I spoke with Alan he may have 
mentioned unicorns and rainbow sparkles, but is this not part of what we are called 
to do, to be Provacative! Inspiring! Challenging! Disruptive! Creative! To call for 
transformation and creative new beginnings? To take risks.


 Connors on sojo.net2
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Peter in this account represents a great example of ‘risk-taking faith,’  now in the 5

era of COVID this doesn’t mean we flaunt restrictions, I have had people suggest to 
me that COVID will not touch the children of God, well that, to me is just plain 
irresponsible. The risk taking we can participate in is speaking into the spaces that 
need to hear the voice of those not heard - ensuring that housing solutions are 
found for the homeless and that the solutions include support, to continue to call 
for and work for an end to violence in the world and our communities, to continue 
to respond to the needs of the vulnerable in the city - maybe calling for a year of 
jubilee. God’s truth is lived out by engaging and working with people. 
6

Todays reading graphically depicts life as a disciple, living in the tension of faith 
and doubt, facing fears  At no point does this particular reading mention that Jesus 7

calms the waters or the wind, but it does proclaim that Jesus extends his saving 
hand when Peter begins to sink - from this perhaps we are reminded that even in 
the midst of crisis Christ is present. We are called to listen for the voice that 
beckons us; ‘come’ it may seem risky, but that’s the life of discipleship for you. 
When we live the life of Christ in the world and dare to challenge the powers, 
Hauerwas suggests we will not have to explain Jesus, we will need ‘only to 
worship.’  Put another way, in our actions as disciples, Christ is made known.’
8

Prayer: 

Fearless God, send your Spirit upon your people, may she touch our lips with the 
words of your truth, may she kindle within us the desire for justice and may she 
strengthen us to step out and take risks reminding each of us that Christ is with us 
and will extend a saving hand of love to each of us when we face the fear of the 
wind and the waves. Amen


Hymn: God Beyond Knowledge, Tune Slane 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
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as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.


Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Love Divine All Loves Excelling TIS 217 

Sending Out & Blessing 

Let us go from here prepared to ride the waves of life,

As winds howl, let us not be afraid to acknowledge our humanity.

Let us dare to claim the reality of God’s presence,

As we dare to seek a deeper relationship

with God and with one another.

Let us be prepared to engage with the challenges of the world,

Daring to be the prophetic voice.


The blessing of God, who is ever present, ride with us in the rip tides of life,

The blessing of Christ be our courage to take the risk to go deeper and respond as 
he calls ‘come.’

The blessing of the Holy Spirit dance with us as we connect with the ebb and the 
flow of life.


Threefold Amen 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Matthew - Stanley Hauerwas

Matthew for Everyone - Tom Wright

Matthew - Douglas R.A. Hare

Feasting on the Gospels - Edited by Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth Johnson

Studies in Matthew - Ulrich Luz

Preaching the Word - sojo.net
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