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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn Loving Spirit TiS417 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

Out of nothingness we came

Through birth into life:

With the Spirit of God within us. 

From the life of God

The universe unfolded into being:

With the Spirit of God within it. 

From the Heart of God

Creation goes on till the end of time:

With the Spirit of God within it 
And with our spirit within it.

Let us embrace the God who enfolds us.

Let us Worship God


Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land, on which we gather today. 
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Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Creative and creating God

we give thanks for the gift of the universe.

The sun and the moon 

The stars that break through the darkness of night,

The land and the seas, the diversity of all inhabitants.

Your creation reveals the beauty and love that is you, O God.

We come before you this first Sunday of a new year,

Confessing the veil of darkness and brokenness that covers the world.


We confess that often we try to create you in our image, 

In doing so we corrupt your perfect love,

Bringing pain rather than joy to the lives of others.


As we walk in the world we so often fail to see, experience and share

the incarnation, word made flesh.

We fail to see the essence that is you as we engage with others.


We accept the truth of the world,

The truth that is Jesus is too difficult.

We accept the darkness of the world,

The light that is Jesus exposes too much.


God, forgive us, 

Send Sophia, Woman Wisdom to rest upon us afresh.

May she remind us that you created humanity in your image,

Diversely, uniquely and beautifully.

May our ears, eyes, minds and hearts be open,

to her gentle voice,

as she calls us back into the light on the journey

of being a liberated people.

Amen


Words of Assurance 

God, creative and creating divine energy, Jesus light, life, truth, grace and love. Let 
us celebrate the creative and creating divine energy of God, Let us accept the new 
life that is offered to us at this moment. We are forgiven, loved and free. 


Thanks be to God. 
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Doxology CH 808 Praise God 

Service of the Word 
 

Readings

1st reading Ephesians 1:3 – 14  
2nd reading  John 1:1 – 18  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message 

Here we are, the final Sunday of the Christmas season and in the New Year. The 
birth of baby Jesus is one of the most well know birth stories, the bible continues to 
be the most widely translated piece of literature around the world, yet for many it 
sits on a shelf gathering dust.  I often wonder, have we been overexposed to the 1

domesticated version of the birth narrative? The scriptures are so often 
misunderstood, misused , abused. Readings like todays from the gospel of John, 
the prologue, can be confusing, it’s often interpreted as an introductory hymn or 
piece of poetry, which is probably the easiest way to try and understand it, we can 
then simply tick it off the ‘read the bible in a year’ list. 


Perhaps easier but not necessarily richer, it’s suggested that if read as narrative the 
prologue makes for much better reading.  It’s filled with majesty and complexity, 2

some of the biggest theological issues in the bible begin to emerge.  The author of 3

John takes us back to the beginning, this isn’t an alternative birth narrative, unlike 
the synoptics there is no gradual build up in relation to the divinity of Jesus, the 
divinity and preexistence of Jesus is delivered in the first 2 verses. The opening of 
the prologue; “In the beginning…” invites us to hear the echoes of the creation 
account in Genesis,  it invites us to hear to that before creation Jesus was present 4

as the Word, the Λογος (Logos.)


While we use words to relay something by written and spoken means, Λογος is 
something more, in Greek philosophy, it represented the ‘rational principle or power 

 Myers in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 1

 Boyarin2

 Patinga Jnr. In Feasting on the Gospels3

 Genesis 1:14
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that’s the glue of the universe.’  The Λογος established order, bringing cosmos not 5

chaos,  Λογος was used synonymously with Σοφία (Sophia,) Wisdom who is also 6

portrayed as preexisting with God before creation,  Jesus as Λογος becomes both 7

God and Σοφία incarnate. 
8

“The life was the light of all people,”  here is the introduction of light and darkness, 9

again echoes of Genesis.  The adversary of light is darkness, the language of 
‘overcome’ evokes imagery of the shadows of darkness engulfing the earth as the 
day begins to fade, as light manifests the power and presence of God, so darkness 
refers to the powers that oppose God.  
10

Enter John the Baptist, all four Gospels attest to him being the voice that calls from 
the wilderness, witnessing on the edge of darkness  of the true light which will 11

enlighten all.  It’s suggested that the inclusion of John the Baptist here is perhaps 12

because people had not quite adequately being able to distinguish John from 
Jesus, yet it also makes some chronological sense. 
13

We’re told the world didn’t know him, didn’t accept him, those who did receive and 
believe became children of God, born not of the will of flesh or man, but of God.  14

This is making clear that this new relationship with God through the Λογος is a 
divine initiative. And then the bizarre paradox, ‘the logos crosses the divide and 
radically enters the domain of flesh,’  heaven and earth united, the Λογος revealing 15

the ‘glory, glory as of a father’s only son,  full of grace and truth.’  The Greek for 16

glory is δοχα, this signifies the ‘powerful and radiant reality of God,’ it defines 'the 
divine being or essence’ either in its invisible or visible form.  The visible form 17

revealed is; ‘radically loving, self giving and life giving.’  
18

 Patinga Jnr. In Feasting on the Gospels5

 Koester6

 Lee7

 Villegas in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 8

 John 1:49

 Koester10

 O’Day11

 John 1:912

 Koester13

 John 1:10-1314

 Lee15

 John 1:1416

 Lee17

 Lee18
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The prologue of John takes us through the journey from before time to the moment 
God takes on the fullness of humanity, to the moment that God breaks into the 
human story, flesh and blood willing to share fully in the human experience, not just 
for the sake of it, but to communicate the life and love of God.   In this action we 
are witness to the glory and the shift in relationship, from God and Word to Father 
and Son – this son full of grace and truth.


Karl Barth said that ‘God is both veiled and unveiled, and God remains veiled even 
in the unveiling.’  The unveiled God is revealed in Jesus, it’s unveiled in his words, 19

his work, his teaching, his love and his glory. Grace, truth, true light and love had 
entered the world for all, yet some rejected, we’ve read the scriptures; we know that 
the people turned their back on him, his own family thought he’d lost his mind, the 
pious plotted, Judas betrayed, Peter denied, soldiers mocked and beat him, he was 
hung on a cross and crucified - this is what happened to the grace, truth, true light 
and love. We read the scriptures and I guess we possibly have a dreamy image of 
Jesus, children on his knee, lamb over the shoulder, dreamy blue eyes, not! Thing is 
I reckon he wouldn’t have been the easiest to follow or journey with, he was 
untameable, he taught with puzzling parables, he remained silent when we’d 
probably begin to shout out, he was unpredictable and challenging. Think of some 
of his teachings, I just want you to hear the words, and imagine, you’re face to face 
with Jesus, he says; ‘give your possessions away,’ ‘Love your neighbour,’ ‘Love 
your enemy,’ imagine when we try to reason with him - you don’t want me to really 
give it all away, what good am I then, ‘I do love, but there are limits’ ‘obviously I 
have no enemies!’ I imagine Jesus would be like; ‘seriously, I’m not kidding.’


If the word had remained the word we could we could have left it in the book on the 
shelf to gather dust, but it didn’t it took an unimaginable turn of becoming flesh, 
choosing to enter the world and share in the human story. The word came forward 
as the true light, as life and we can think of this as like that beautiful moment in the 
morning as the sun begins to rise, gently filling the skies with light, then when we 
begin to think of the challenges of discipleship we’re reminded of the midday sun 
as it bites at the skin. As the light enters, every inch of our being is challenged and 
we go on trying to convince ourselves that we would never reject Jesus. Lewis 
Smedes said; ”first we deceive ourselves, and then we convince ourselves that we 
are not deceiving ourselves.’  
20

The presence of the true light reveals our shadows, I’m not sure where the quote 
comes from but I think it’s pretty accurate; ‘if real glory exposes my inglorious self, I 
will resent it, lie about it and kill it.’ That’s exactly what happened to the real glory, 
the true light. 


 Barth in Patinga Jnr. In Feasting on the Gospels19

 Smedes in Plantinga Jnr in Feasting on the Gospels20
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The Word, the true light, took on flesh and so to try and make the challenges easier  
the tendency is to try and create God in our image, problem is then the risk is God 
becomes sexist, homophobic, transphobic, nationalist, socialist, capitalist, left, 
right. Yet if we stop for a moment and remember God created us in the image of 
God’s self we’re reminded that every human face is an epiphany, for ‘in the face of 
the other, especially the vulnerable other, is a wordless call that awakens our 
solidarity, to our connection with the other.’  We are called into community to 21

respect the dignity of all of humanity.


In his life and ministry Jesus modelled the most radical hospitality, inclusiveness 
and love ever encountered. Jesus brought freedom to the lives of many. The good 
news is that death wasn’t the end, Jesus continues to call disciples and to 
challenge us, we will continue to try and reason I have no doubt. We’re in a New 
Year, the pandemic still looms, uncertainty surrounds us, yet what is certain is that 
through Jesus, his teaching and ministry we are offered the capacity to move 
beyond ourselves to journey with others, to respect, to comfort, to care, to 
advocate and ultimately to love.  Let this New year for us be an opportunity to 
embrace the challenges of discipleship, the challenges to be the prophetic voice, to 
practice radical hospitality, inclusiveness and love.


Prayer 

Holy one, in love you came, bringing light, truth and grace for all. Send your Spirit 
upon us to fill us with her wisdom, to open our eyes to see the opportunities that 
lay before us to be the hands, feet, mind and heart of Jesus in the world.


Hymn: Before the World Began CH 317 

Prayers for the People:  

Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
 

Peace 

Communion Hymn: Jesus Calls Us Here CH 510 

Communion 

- Invitation 

- Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 Dunson21
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Sanctus 

- Institution 
- Invocation & Lord’s Prayer

- Breaking the Bread  

Prayer after Communion 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Filled with the Spirits Power TiS 411 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place

With gratitude in our hearts,

Let us not be seduced by or fear the darkness,

Because the true light is in the world,

Because Love is always present.

Let us continue to be challenged,

Remembering always,

We are children of God.


May the blessing of God rest upon us like the sun and warm our souls

May the blessing of Christ shine upon us like the stars of the evening sky,

And may the blessing fo Sophia, fill us with her wisdom and dance with us to the 
rhythm of the universe.

 

May Light Come into Your Eyes  

Postlude 

7



Christmas 2 
John 1:1 - 18 The Word Became Flesh 

Rev. Susan Pickering

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible 
Feasting on the Gospels: John, Volume 1 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
Johnson

Introduction to the Gospel of John - Raymond E. Brown

Flesh and Glory: Symbolism, Gender and Theology in the Gospel of John - Dorothy 
Lee

The Gospel of Memra: Jewish Binitananism and the Prologue to John.; Harvard 
Theological Review 94 -  Daniel Boyarin

Provoking the Gospel of John - Richard W. Swanson

Symbolism int he Fourth Gospel: Meaning, Mystery, Community (2nd Ed) - Craig R. 
Koester

Preaching the Word on sojo.net 

No Room at the Table: Earths Most Vulnerable Children - Donald H. Dunson


8

http://sojo.net

