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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Bring many names TiS 182 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

We journey together as a people of faith

We are a people on the Way 

We come together in faith to worship

We bring with us our questions and our doubts 

God knows our hearts,

Christ walks with life wide open ahead of us,

Truly human, truly God,

Thanks be to God 

In this time together as a community of faith

Let us worship God, holding firm to the gift of faith.

We are gathered together, 
Let us worship God as one. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

God of truth and freedom

We give thanks that you constantly move within our lives,

that with Christ came the authority of truth and the gift of freedom.

We thank you that you call us into new ways of knowing you,

and new faith in seeing where you might be,

Among the whole of creation.

You call your people to repentance and so we come to you now,

With prayers of confession and repentant hearts.


Holy God, you can never be fully defined by us,

forgive us for trying to seek you with the limitations of our minds,

for the pictures we create that end up creating you in our image.


Forgive us for our silence and complicity 

Decisions are made on behalf of communities,

By government and business,

Decisions that leave the vulnerable more vulnerable in community and the world.


Forgive us when we fail to listen,

For the times we assume that we have the answers,

That we hold the truth, dismissing what others have to offer as less worthy.


Forgive us when we manipulate the truth of Christ

to fit our agendas to coerce the other to our ways,

For the times we are not open to challenge.


Forgive us for the times we say we belong to you

That we are disciples, people of the way,

Then do little as the world waits and weeps in pain:


Forgive us God,

Send your Spirit of Wisdom and Truth upon us,

Let us listen for her still small voice,
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The voice that calls us to action, to silence, to listen.

Let your grace rest upon us and within us.

Turn us around to face the real task and the real truth.

Amen


Words of Assurance 

God is at work within all of us. God is love and beyond our understanding, yet in 
Christ God became flesh and walked the dusty pathways of life. In love we are 
forgiven, and we are set free to continue the work of the kingdom.


Thanks be to God. 

Doxology: Gloria, Gloria 

Service of the Word 

Readings  
 

1st reading Philippians 2:1-13 
2nd Reading Matthew 21:23 - 32  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 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Message 

The reading starts this morning with Jesus entering the temple and being 
confronted by the Chief Priests and Elders as they ask him; ‘By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’  We need to keep this in 1

context to see the bigger picture. Chapter 21 commences with Jesus triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, followed pretty quick sharp with him entering the temple, 
cleansing it of commercialism.  Once cleared the blind and lame came to him and 
he cured them. We need to keep in mind that in the Hebrew Scriptures David says; 
“The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.”  Later on it is written that 2

those seen to have a ‘blemish,’ which included the blind, the lame, and more were 
also prohibited from offering sacrifices to God. 
3

Throughout the Gospel of Matthew we encounter confrontation with Jesus, he is 
approached by; Pharisees and scribes,  in predicting his arrest Jesus identifies his 4

accusers as the elders along with the chief priests and scribes,  earlier in this 5

chapter we have the chief priests and scribes again.  It may seem that these titles 6

are used interchangeably, but ‘these groups represent the conventional forms of 
established authority in ancient society.’   Chief Priests are representative of the 7

authority of birth, the scribes, education, the Pharisees, strict religious observation 
and elders, wealth and social connections.  
8

So now with some context around the reading we can see that, as  radical and 
unorthodox as Jesus has appeared to this point, he is now upping the ante with the 
Chief Priests and elders who basically respond with; “how very dare you? Who do 
you think you are and by what authority do you parade in like a messiah, walk into 
the temple overturn the tables, invite the excluded, heal and create chaos?’  Now in 
their question they are not denying Jesus’ authority but do want to know what and 
who. 
9

 Matthew 21:231

 2 Samuel 5:82

 Leviticus 21:17 - 243

 Matthew 15:14

 Matthew 16:215

 Matthew 21:156

 Wells7

 Wells8

 Schertz in Feasting on the Gospels9
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Jesus turns the question back onto those questioning him promising if they answer 
so will he, but the twist is he confronts them with the authority of John the Baptist 
and his baptizing.  While technically there was nothing wrong with John’s novel rite, 
in the eyes of the chief priests his practice was somewhat unorthodox - rituals for 
forgiveness were generally in the hands of the chief priests and the temple!  This 
challenge about John the Baptist leaves the authorities arguing among themselves 
- if they say the origin of John’s baptism is human the crowd are not going to be 
happy and if they say heaven the fear is that Jesus may ask why they didn’t believe 
that the kingdom had drawn near  -  now in a dilemma of their own making and 10

afraid they respond with don’t know, so Jesus, a little bit like Mark Darcy in Bridget 
Jones: The Edge of Reason, is basically saying ‘I won’t dignify that question with 
an answer.’  Instead he launches into parable mode, beginning with a question to 
provoke; “What do you think?” A man has 2 sons, as would be expected he wants 
them to go to work in his vineyard, 1st  says no, but changes his mind, 2nd says 
yes but doesn’t actually go - which of the two did the will of the Father, their 
response, the first, then Jesus tells them as it is, the tax collectors and prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom ahead of you - these are, after all, representative of 
those who believed and repented. Jesus uses examples of professions the 
‘establishment deems dishonourable,’ this expressing just how radical and 
shocking this movement is,  in this culture of honour and shame, Jesus is daring 11

to say those who currently occupy places of shame, but do God’s will, will be given 
a place of honour  - take that! 
12

We must listen for how this spoke into its context  and what we get is a text 13

addressing issues of power, authority and fear. While many welcomed Jesus’ 
presence, acceptance, healing and gift of forgiveness others would’ve perceived 
his actions as a threat to their positions. In his action of cleansing the temple and 
inviting the blind and lame in, he overturned not just the tables, but the established 
order, he’s establishing a new way, emptying the room to make way for the rejected 
and the despised of the day. The chief priests and elders went in to discredit Jesus, 
they used a loaded and manipulative question, they were afraid, could they 
continue to have authority if Jesus had authority? These guys were thrust into a 
world of insecurity and fear, fear being closely related to power.  
14

 Hauerwas10

 Kittredge in Feasting on the Gospels11

 Jarvis in Feasting on the Gospels12

 Yoder13

 Lartey in Feasting on the Gospels14
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Hauerwas suggests that; ‘politics for Jesus is about power.’   The Roman empire 15

terrorised the people, any desire to rebel was quelled by the fear of crucifixion - the 
fear of death provided a great means of social control. We only need to look back 
in history, and not too far back, to see that some things don’t change. The world 
population review identifies that ’50 nations have a dictator or authoritarian regime 
ruling the nation to date.’  Dictators rule with power that creates fear, many people 16

are persecuted for reasons including; religion, sexuality, ethnicity and economic 
status. Human history is marred with authority that has been taken by force, not 
given, and then enforced through military might. John Howard Yoder identifies 
events in Europe between 1930 - 1950  as the drive to more adequately understand 
the power of evil, he suggests that it is realised that it can ‘no longer be taken for 
granted that human intelligence and institutions can solve all of our problems’ this 
being a catalyst for theologians to ask ‘what their faith in Jesus could say to a 
society in disarray.’ 
17

In all of this we must also remember the hands of the church are not clean, as the 
chief priests and elders engaged with manipulative games, theology, doctrine and 
dogma have been used to coerce and manipulate - many people have suffered 
harm in one way or another. I can hear you thinking where is there any good news 
here, well that’s simply in the power that Jesus exercises, power that is life giving, 
power that draws on the very source of life itself.  He didn’t cling to his divine 18

power, ‘he emptied himself…he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death—even death on a cross.’  Jesus was subject to the powers of the world 19

as was everybody else, but he didn’t fear, he didn’t become a slave to the powers, 
laws, customs, institutions.  The source of Jesus’ authority was a divine gift, it was 20

the authority of truth, Jesus was genuinely free, and in his freedom he disarmed 
and unmasked the powers.


We need to recognise our frailty, recognise that so often we engage in institutional 
maintenance when what we are called to is discipleship and this calls for us to be 
courageously fearless to stand up and speak out about the abuse of power and 
authority. Discipleship calls us to take up our cross, to dare to tread on the toes of 
those who declare that it’s their way or the highway to ensure the search for truth, 
justice, freedom and love. Discipleship calls us to exercise power and authority that 

 Hauerwas15

 https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/dictatorship-countries16

 Yoder17

 Hauerwas18

 Philippians 2:7 - 819

 Yoder20
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is life giving not coercive or manipulative. We are called to disarm and unmask; 
injustice that is disguised as justice, untruths that are disguised as truths, 
oppression that is disguised as freedom. We are called to continue the new way, to 
empty ourselves of ego, to prepare and make room for those who have been 
rejected and excluded - it’s a tough call, but this is the way of Christ, this is good 
news for all.


Prayer 

God of courageous freedom, send your Spirit upon your people, to dispel our fear, 
to set our feet upon the pathway of truth and love. We are your people, we are 
disciples of Christ with a desire to continue to be people of the way, to continue the 
work of the kingdom - let us not be afraid, let us be signs of hope, truth and love in 
the world. Amen


Introduce hymn, one side to sing italics and other side to sing bold, all to join in on 
the final verse, beginning ‘we hear you man from Galilee.’


Hymn:  Man from Galilee Tune Kingsfold 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.


Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: God has spoken to the people TiS 636 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place, 

carrying the deep questions among us,

Let us dare to share those questions,
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open to dialogue with one another.

Let us open our hearts, minds, eyes and ears,

To the Wisdom and Word of God.


May the blessing of God fill us with love

May the blessing of Christ fill us with faith

and may the blessing of the Holy Spirit lead us on a journey of discovery weaving 
among us with wisdom and truth.


Shalom to You Now 

Postlude


Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Feasting on the Gospels, Matthew Vol 2 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
Johnson

Matthew - Stanley Hauerwas


The Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium - Walter Wink

The Politics of Jesus - John Howard Yoder

The Politics of God: Christian Theologies and Social Justice - Kathryn Tanner
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