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Gathering of the People of God 
  
Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices  

Centring Prayer  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn Jesus Christ is Risen Today TiS 362 

Light the Christ Candle  
 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship  

Come, let us gather together,

Let us hear the Good News.

We have come to hear the good news.


Out of the mysterious darkness of grief and despair 
comes a message of hope.

We have come to hear the message of hope. 

We run to the tomb to see for ourselves. 
And it is true.

Risen with glory and grace in reserve,

and authority beyond measure.

Risen to offer us peace and life in all it’s fullness.


It is Easter Sunday,

Jesus the Christ has risen.

Alleluia, Christ is Risen. 
We are gathered now as a people of Easter Faith. 

Acknowledgment of Country  

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 


We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit This Joyful Eastertide


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Resurrecting God…


…Forgive us God,

Send your Spirit upon us, may she lead us to the path of transformation,

May she lead us to the space that is open and inclusive, the space that is love.

Let us live as free people of the crucified and risen one, refusing to seal people into 
the dark tomb of death.

Amen


Words of Assurance 

God brings new life through Christ

God loves the world, the whole of creation,

Receive the life of Christ and the freedom that comes through him!

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology Praise God CH 809 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Readings  

1st reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection of Christ 
2nd reading Mark 16:1 - 8 Resurrection 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem Now the Green Blade Riseth 
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Sermon 

Scripture wise, we’ve just spent the last week journeying towards the most 
significant Jewish Festival, Passover, for us it’s become a journey through Holy 
Week to our most ancient and important celebration, Easter and we recall the well 
known Easter cry of He is Risen. The readings for this morning are both ‘firsts.’ 1 
Corinthians was the first written account of the resurrection. Mark is the first and 
shortest Gospel account of the resurrection, it’s the first handing on of the tradition.


We have some women heading to the tomb with some spices . Spices were part of 1

Jewish Burial practices in the 1st century, basically their purpose was to hide the 
smell, it’s a ritual that’s usually carried out before the body is buried. It’s suggested 
that perhaps the body of Jesus had been taken to the tomb quickly before the 
sabbath and they’d not had time to carry out the ritual, I know assumptions, 
suggestions but one thing is for sure the women expected Jesus’ dead body to be 
in the tomb.   They ask each other how they’re going to open the sealed tomb, a 2

question that becomes a bit superfluous, because behold, as they look up, the 
tomb is open. As they enter the tomb they see a young man, in a white robe, sitting 
on the right. Let’s just unpack this, the white robe, the Greek here is λευκήν (leukén) 
this is the phrase that is used to describe Jesus’ garments at the transfiguration, it’s 
also for the attire of the martyrs in the book of revelations, are we being alerted to 
the transforming nature of the scene?  This young man is also sitting to the right, 3

this position, is the position that the inner circle of the disciples were competing 
for,  it’s the position the David is said to have attributed to the Messiah  and Jesus 4 5

himself attributes to the Human One, the Son of Man, this position is a position of 
power.  This young man basically tells the women to ‘Keep Calm,” the one they’re 6

looking for, Jesus of Nazareth, has been raised, he’s not here, he then commissions 
the women to go tell the disciples and Peter that he’s going ahead to Galilee, there 
you’ll see him. 
7

Couple of things here, no longer is Jesus identified as the Son of God, the beloved, 
Messiah, here he is identified as the one who was crucified, there’s no mistake, he 
was crucified, but now he’s risen. The commissioning, go tell the disciples and 
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Peter.  Have you ever wondered, or even noticed that the singling out of Peter? It’s 8

suggested that in reality the last thing that Peter did was to deny Jesus, he turned 
his back on the community and that perhaps for the first community these action 
were understood in terms that you ceased to be a disciple?  I’m not sure, but, in 9

hearing this suggestion it was a clear reminder that Jesus doesn’t drop us that 
easily, all are welcome and welcome back - he practiced what he preached - 
reconciliation.


Then we come to the final verse of the Gospel, the women fled, terror and 
amazement seized them, the women say nothing to anyone because they were 
afraid.  Abrupt and to the point is common place in this gospel; however this 10

ending is abrupt, strange, even disturbing. The whole resurrection account is 
minimalist, there’s no appearances, no reunion of the disciples, no ascension. This 
minimalism has caused concern for many, many have hypothesised that the real 
ending was lost,  others think that the author didn’t have time to finish it.  Today 11 12

most bibles contain the longer ending, an ending that was added later in a bid to fill 
the gap, to finish the account, replace the lost bits, the longer ending includes 
appearances, a commission and an ascension.’  The longer ending doesn’t 13

change the scholarly consensus and that is that the gospel of Mark ends at 16:8, 
it’s final word, ‘afraid.’ 
14

The Easter account, a bit like the nativity account it’s etched on the minds and 
hearts of many people, very particularly people of our faith tradition and like the 
incarnation it’s been domesticated.  We come to this account, I think, with a pre-
understanding, we know what happens, the endings of all the gospels are morphed 
together. So etched is the narrative we tend not to notice some of the literary stuff 
and accept without question, for example, the longer ending of Mark, after all it fits 
with what we’ve been told forever. We tend to forget what the call to discipleship is 
about and wait to here the cry He is Risen, the events of Good Friday slip into the 
background.


As people of Easter faith we must engage with the text and enter into the hard 
spaces, keep the events of Good Friday in mind. We must consider what to do with 
this account that ends with the women fleeing in terror and amazement, they 
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haven’t seen Jesus, they’ve encountered a young man and an empty tomb, they 
say nothing to anyone, they’re afraid.  Where’s the Good news?
15

Jurgen Moltmann once opened a conference and said; “without women preachers 
we'd have no knowledge of the resurrection.”  If it had ended at the crucifixion, 16

Jesus would’ve likely been forgotten, simply one of many crucified by the Roman 
Empire.  The women are seized by terror and amazement, why not, they were 17

expecting a dead body, their day was planned. They were afraid they’d said 
nothing, again why would they, in their time and culture their word was worth 
nothing, certainly not valid in a court of law.  Throughout the gospels Jesus 18

foretells of his death and resurrection, he’s told people if they want to follow what’s 
required is denial of self and take up the cross and throughout the disciples miss 
the point, they don’t get it. But at some point these women said something, they 
spoke up against all odd’s at some point the patriarchal world listened and 
believed.


The resurrection is at the heart of our faith, it’s woven into the very structure of 
Christian life and thought, informing baptism, justification, ethics and future hope.  19

The easter account is both personal and political  because both need 20

transformation. It’s disturbing and disruptive because it is counter cultural. The 
domestication comes, I think when we get hung up on factuality. People have to 
believe it is as it written, let’s ignore the fact that the gospels all present something 
different. It’s easy to forget that what we’re called to do is to explore the more-than-
factual meanings,  as I’ve said may times, the birth of gender equality as the 21

women take the message forward. Are we so desperately wanting to hear about 
how Jesus appears to the disciples that we miss ‘he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ 
22

At the time this account was recorded it was clear that Israel was not liberated, that 
the temple was not rebuilt, that evil, injustice, pain and death were still on the 
rampage.  This account invites us to the beginning, to continue the Jesus 23

movement, the Kingdom movement,  to risk the cross. Jesus is not waiting around 
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for us to get consensus on what happened that day, he’s gone ahead to ensure that 
the kingdom movement continues. As well as filling us with amazement and joy we 
too ought to experience the terror, this disciple gig is a big gig. 


The ending of Mark is actually a beginning, think about it, Galilee, the future point of 
reference is the same as the past, it’s the place where Jesus was baptised, was led 
into the wilderness, the place where the disciples were first called, named and sent 
on the mission of the kingdom.  The good news of the resurrection is the empty 24

tomb. We are called to respond. We are invited on a new path, a path that calls us 
to die to our old selves and rise transformed. We are invited to reorder our lives, 
world and practice, as if the kingdom had come. We are invited to continue carrying 
the message and living the reality of the new kingdom where love is the foundation. 
We’re called to share the news in words and action that the stone is rolled away 
and that all are invited out of the darkness of the tomb of death into the light of life. 
We are called to remember that for many this message will fill them with terror 
because they’ve been sealed in the tomb of death for a long time and heading into 
the light is scary. For the women they emerged from the tomb with a commission to 
share the news that Jesus has risen in a world their word was not welcome - they 
were afraid.


The good news is powerfully evocative; Jesus has said no the to the powers and 
gone ahead, to continue the movement, the movement that he inaugurated and 
began, the one of the kingdom, the one where creative love changes what is hateful 
and deserving of hate, love wins, the one of the hope of a new humanity where no-
one is oppressed or oppresses, the one that reveals love, grace, justice and peace 
in the most unexpected places. The good news is that He is Risen, but remember 
he’s gone ahead, this isn’t an ending, it’s an invite to return to the beginning.


Prayer 

Praise be to you risen One, open our ears and hearts to hear the message of the 
resurrection, to hear the invite afresh. Send your Spirit upon us, may she fill us with 
joy and the strength to take courage to return to the kingdom movement. Amen


Hymn Song for Love (Tune Ar Had Y Nos TiS 168) 

Offering & Prayer


Prayers for the People  

Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
 

Peace 

 Myers24
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Communion Hymn Love is the Welcome 

Communion 

- Invitation 

- Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God be with you

And also with you 

People of Easter morning, lift up your hearts

We lift them to God 

People of Easter’s joy, give thanks to the One who raises us to new life.

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God…


…And so with Mary and the disciples,

With all who have wept and been comforted,

With all who have mourned and found hope,

With those of every time and place,

We join in singing our Easter Praise to you:


- Sanctus 

- Institution 

- Invocation & Lord’s Prayer 

Resurrecting God…


…And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

- Breaking the Bread  

7



Mark 16:1 - 8 Easter Sunday 
04 April 2021 

Rev. Susan Pickering

Anthem 

Prayer after Communion 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn Lord of the Dance TiS 242 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place,

with a song in our hearts.

Let us prepare to join the movement of the kingdom,

Carrying the message of good news

That rolls back stones and sets people free,

The message of love and inclusion

Which has been given to us in the rising of Christ.


The blessing of God, creator of all, swing wide above us like the blue of the sky

The blessing of Christ, crucified and risen One, lift up the life of the world,

The Blessing of the Holy Spirit, Sophia, be our dance partner, guiding us in the 
dance of new life in the world.


Shalom to You 

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible 
The Greek New Testament

The New Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible - James Strong 
Feasting on the Gospels: Mark - Eds. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth Johnson 
Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 1: Advent through Transfiguration - David L. 
Bartlett & Barbara Brown Taylor 
Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Marks’s Story of Jesus - Ched 
Myers

The Last Week; A Day-by-Day account of Jesus’ Final Week in Jerusalem - Marcus 
Borg & John Dominic Crossan 
Meeting Jesus in Mark - Marcus J. Borg

Speaking Christian: Why Christian Words Have Lost Their Meaning and Power And 
How They Can Be Restored - Marcus J. Borg

The Challenge of Easter - N.T. Wright
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Preaching the Word - sojo.net 

bythewell.com.au - Fran Barber and Robyn Whitaker 
Luke Powery Duke University
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