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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices  

Centring Prayer  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn Christ be our Light CH 543  
 

Light the Christ Candle  
 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship  

Come let us gather together.

We are united in Christ 

In this space we gather in prayer.

In the telling of stories and in signs

In sharing of resources and in justice

We are united in Christ 

In this place and in this moment

people of resurrection faith

We are the community of Christ  
Gathered together to worship God 

Acknowledgment of Country  

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 
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Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Blessed be you, God of the Easter Garden…


….Breath your Spirit upon us, O God,

May she fill us with life anew,

Help us to choose the path of the kingdom,

The path of Jesus.

May your Spirit  fill us with the wisdom so see and hear that life in it’s fullness is a 
life lived in love and freedom.

In the name of the one who continues to intrude and disturb with words of peace. 
AMEN


Words of Assurance 

On the wind of the Spirit, 

the peace of God’s forgiveness comes.

God breathes life into each of us,

We are forgiven, free and loved! 

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology Praise God the Source of Life and Birth  

Service of the Word 
 

Readings  

1st reading Acts 4:32 - 35 The Believers Share Their 
Possessions  

2nd reading John 20:19 - 31 Jesus Appears to the 
Disciples & Jesus and Thomas 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 
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Sermon 

So here we are, a week on from the Easter event, but as far as the liturgical 
calendar is concerned we are still in the Easter season. This week we leave Mark 
once more and head into John. This morning’s reading would be familiar to most 
people who attend church across Easter, and if we’re honest there’s probably 
enough material in the reading for two, possibly even three, sermons, fear not I’ll try 
to keep focussed. 


Last week we heard the account of the resurrection according to the Gospel of 
Mark.  It ended with an empty tomb, the women saying nothing because they were 
afraid, Jesus had made no appearance, the tomb was simply left open. The 
Johannine account is much longer, Mark offers just 8 short verses compared to 
John’s 56.  The account in John has Mary Magdalene announcing her, “Jesus has 1

risen” encounter to Simon Peter and the disciple Jesus loved. Now we understand 
that a woman’s word wasn’t worth much in that time and place, and so does the 
fact that we now encounter the disciples in a locked room for fear of the Jews  2

surprise us? Let’s pause here and look at the scene so far, beginning with the term, 
‘Jews.’ It’s so important here to make sure that we do not enter the space of anti-
semitism that seeped into the Jesus movement.  The Jews, in the Gospel of John is 3

a term that’s used for the religious leaders, it identified the power brokers, 
remember Jesus was a devout Jew, as were the disciples! 


It’s also worth noting that there’s no mention of Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter, or 
the beloved disciple.  We’re not told how many ‘disciples’ are gathered. I guess 
many people have read or heard this passage and assumed that the disciples 
gathered here are the 12, alas once more the morphing of memory, domestication 
of narrative and the fact that we’ve become familiar seeps in. There is nothing in 
this text to suggest that the author is referring only to the original, closest 12 
disciples, let’s face it, Judas has gone, the reality is, Jesus called followers 
throughout his ministry, this could be a broader network of disciples, we just don’t 
know, all we do know is that gathered in this place is a community of people.  
4

Anyhoo, Jesus casually turns up, inside the locked room, he greets those gathered 
with ‘peace, be with you, ’  The Greek word for peace here is Εἰρήνη (Eiréne) 5 ׁשָלֹום , 6

 Bog & Crossan1

 John 20:192

 Walton in Connections3

 Walton in Connections4

 John 20:195

 The Greek New Testament John 20:19, 21, 266
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(Shalom)  being the Hebrew equivalent.  This greeting is indeed a typical greeting in 7

the biblical tradition, that said, it’s good to keep in mind, that particularly in John, 
peace is identified as a gift that Jesus gives.  This greeting is repeated  after Jesus 8 9

has confirmed his identity by showing the disciples gathered his hands and side. 
What follows is the Johannine version of the sending and Pentecost event.  I’ll 10

come back to this, but for now we must take a peak at the next section, the subtitle 
is Jesus and Thomas, of course subtitles wouldn’t be a thing in the original text. 
This passage is one that many relate to as the passage about doubting Thomas - 
the subtitle obviously helping drive the focus of the reader and so all eyes are on 
Thomas and his actions, to a point.


It’s a week on, and once more Jesus enters the room and greets the gathered with 
‘peace, be with you.’  While years of preaching and interpretation may have pulled 11

us to focus on doubt the reality is that what we encounter is the most profound 
declaration of faith.  Thomas makes a declaration about Jesus using the terms 12

Ὁ κύριός, ὁ θεός, (Ho Kurious Ho Theos).  κύριός interpreted as Lord here, also 
translates to Christ, Messiah, it’s a term reserved for the Roman emperor, a term 
that has also been used by others to express their understanding of Jesus’ identity. 
Thomas here takes it a step further as he declares Jesus as θεός (Theos,) God, 
Thomas is the only one to make this declaration about Jesus.  
13

Rather than doubt I think we are provided with an opportunity to encounter the 
reality that our faith is fragile, we need to see to believe, yet Jesus concludes this 
section with  a beatitude; ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe. ’ As a quick side, this verse came to mind I wrote the Easter Sunday 14

sermon, think about it the women don’t see the risen Jesus, the are silent and afraid 
but eventually they said something. I wonder was the longer ending of Mark added 
because of the fragility of our faith, of our humanity, because of the need to see to 
believe? 


The more I pondered on this I wondered does the doubt issue lie with the disciples 
who are still in the room with the doors shut a week after the first appearance, I 
mean the doors are now just shut and not locked, but come on people it’s a week 

 Strongs7

 John 14:27; 16:338

 John 20:219

 John 20:21-2310

 John 20:2611

 Barber, Whitaker & Crabbe on bythewell.com.au 12

 Barber, Whitaker & Crabbe on bythewell.com.au 13

 John 20:2914
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on, the commission has been given, the gift of the Spirit has been given, there is 
work to be done, the kingdom movement awaits, what’s the hold up?


Then I thought mmmm, Jesus was upfront about what his ministry was about, he 
didn’t shy away from sharing the cost of his ministry or what was required to follow 
him. Those who followed him, who responded to the call, heard him quite clearly 
foretell of his death and resurrection  and never quite got it and so here they are 
now, paralysed in a room. The fear and terror of the reality of Good Friday still raw, 
the amazement of Easter Sunday morning and the news of the resurrection and 
then probably a little more terror seeping in as Jesus commissions them, gives 
them the gift of the Holy Spirit along with the authority and responsibility to forgive 
and retain sins - it probably seemed like a wise choice to give it a week, just to 
discern what they needed to really do.


Maybe they went over the ministry of Jesus, reflected on the kingdom movement 
and how Jesus taught about its values and presence. Now this is never a bad thing 
to do, there is a widely held belief that all that Jesus did was all about Jesus going 
to the cross in our place for our sin, as a substitute, I don’t subscribe to this 
understanding and I’m sure as the disciples reflected it revealed the mission to be 
far more challenging for them. So let’s think. The kingdom movement was active, it 
was and is about restoring the outcast and the marginalised into community, it’s 
turning upside down the societal conventions of first and last,  it’s blessed are the 15

poor, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.  It’s a world where the Jewish man sits 16

and speaks with a Samaritan woman,  it’s a world where the woman, a sinner, 17

possibly a prostitute, is invited to share a meal at the table of a Pharisee,  It’s a call 18

to love God, love neighbour and enemy, it’s an invite for the lion to see the lamb as 
neighbour and friend.  The Kingdom movement, the Jesus movement, proclaimed 19

and lived a new, alternative peaceable kingdom, this was about a new way to live in 
and to see the world and this was a threat to the powers, to the empire, the smell of 
disorder would’ve filled the air and set the hairs on the back of the political and 
religious leaders neck up on edge.


Those gathered in the room had witnessed the violence of the empire, perhaps the 
reality of; ‘pick up your cross’ hit home and so keeping the doors closed protected 
them from the threat of the world. Even today in so many ways it would be easier to 
be church, to be the ‘body of Christ’ if we kept the doors locked or at least shut, 
and tended to the community as is, if we think about it we can gather here, we can 

 Largen in Feasting on the Gospel15

 Matthew 5:316

 John 4ff17

 Luke 7:38 - 5018

 Largen in Feasting on the Gospel19
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sing hymns, I could invite us to meditate quietly on a piece of scripture, we can 
have morning tea and head home - how pleasant, who wants all that challenge of a 
new, peaceable way, talk of social justice, love, inclusion and please let’s not even 
think about prophetic speaking, it kills the joy.


Today’s reading reminds us that try as hard as we like, the in-breaking of the 
kingdom cannot be deterred, Jesus will turn up, the risen Christ will invade and 
disturb the church and continue to call us to transformation and to mission. Today’s 
reading reminds us that when Jesus turns up, his greeting of ‘peace be with you,’ 
will disturb the peace of the world, because as he offers his hands and side we will 
recognise the presence of the violence of the wounds that are still tangible, a 
reminder of the cost and a reminder of the way and a reminder that violence 
remains within our world. 


The kingdom movement is radical and no less threatening to society today as it was 
more than 2000 years ago.  It challenges us to work for inclusion, to love enemies, 20

to call for justice for the oppressed, it’s a challenge to see people in need not as 
people who lack, or have problems or as charity cases, but as people, created in 
the image of God with gifts to share. We are challenged to unlock and throw open 
the doors, to let love flow out in word and action, to make this a place where all are 
welcome but also where all are heard. To be a church on the edge who dares to 
speak and respond as Jesus would, knowing that as a community we have been 
given the gift of the Spirit, and that Jesus comes again and again to the scared and 
confused proclaiming peace.  When we take up this challenge and hold onto the 21

peace we continue as part of the movement, the kingdom movement and this the 
good news of Jesus the Christ.


Prayer 

Praise be to you, disturber of peace, for you turn up in the most unlikely spaces and 
greet us with peace. Send your Spirit upon us once more, may she ignite within us 
a spark that will rekindle the fire deep within to continue the kingdom movement, 
may we move forward without fear and dare to perch on the edge of society. In the 
name of the One who calls. Amen


Hymn: God Beyond Knowledge  

Offering & Prayer


 Largen in Feasting on the Word20

 O’Day in Feasting on the Word21
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Prayers for the People:  

And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: We are marching in the light of God) TiS 666  

Words of Mission & Blessing 

There never was and never will be,

a more disruptive intruder than the bringer of Good News.

Let us leave this place today,

remembering that each of us are commissioned to be that intruder

Commissioned to greet people with shalom,

Commissioned to continue the work of the radical kingdom of God,

Creating a place of safety and welcome for all.


The blessing of God, gardener of our lives, prepare the ground ahead.

The blessing of Christ, the one who disrupts with greetings of peace, remind us of 
the path that we are called to journey.

The blessing of the Holy Spirit, Woman Wisdom, be the breath of life that sustains 
us, may she touch our lips with words of radical truth.


Shalom to You 

Postlude 
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