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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices  

Centring Prayer  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn TiS 143 Immortal, Invisible  

Light the Christ Candle  

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

Affirming our place among the disciples of Christ

Let us gather to worship God.

We gather to worship God  

Jesus lived and ministered

among peoples of different cultures and religions.

We gather to worship God 

We gather to worship God through Christ,

we gather as humanity,

we gather as the community of Christ.

We gather together to worship God 
acknowledging the diversity of the world in which we live. 
As we gather, we remember,  
we are all created in the image of God.


Acknowledgment of Country  

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit
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Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Creator God,

We come with hearts of gratitude 

For you created us uniquely and diversely, 

in your image.

We give you thanks today for the gift of fathers

Acknowledging the diversity in our stories and experience,

And so we pray for fathers present, absent, loving, cruel, 

fathers who have died.

Where the stories are of joy and love we give thanks,

Where the stories are of hurt and pain we ask for healing.


In this season of hope and restoration

We ask for the warmth of your love and forgiveness to rest upon the cold and 
broken world.


We confess that there is so much violence in the world,

We confess that we set ourselves against each other.

We take the gift of diversity

and turn it into cause for disunity, antagonism and hatred.


We are sometimes quick to comment on

religious based attacks from other faith traditions,

forgetting that Christians have persecuted,

crusaded against, subordinated and enslaved 

people of other faiths and cultures.


We acknowledge that we take difference and turn it into discrimination,

failing to respect the dignity of one another

forgetting the common ground of our humanity


We confess that we fall silent on issues such as people seeking asylum,

forgetting that first and foremost the people are our siblings,

part of the human family created in your image seeking safety and refuge.


Forgive us,

Let us not be afraid,

let us remember that you call us to Christ,

Send your Spirit to gather us together,

Let us take courage to call for unity and peace.

Grant us the wisdom to commit to work for fuller and deeper community in our own 
time and place.

May we be free us to work towards a truly inclusive culture.

Amen
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Words of Assurance 

God promises to do new things in our lives;

The way of Jesus Christ is the challenge to us all

God’s grace is a gift to all, so hear the words of grace to us,

we are a forgiven people - rejoice and live as free people.

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology CH 772 In The Lord I’ll the Ever Thankful 

Service of the Word 
 

Readings  

1st reading Proverbs 22:1 - 2, 8 - 9, 22 - 23 
2nd reading Mark 7:24 - 37 The Syrophoenician Woman’s 

Faith & Jesus Cures a Deaf Man 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Sermon 

Today’s reading follows on from the fairly lengthy dispute with the Pharisees and 
some Scribes about the tradition of the elders, with Jesus redefining the purity code 
of the day and proclaiming that what actually matters is that which comes from the 
heart.  I guess it will come as no surprise that I am going to focus on the first part of 1

the reading about the Syrophoenician woman and to be fair I did ask myself what 
was the designers of the lectionary thinking placing these two pericopes together, 
there’s so much going on in the first.


The account is enclosed between the arrival in and departure from the region of 
Tyre, this geographical framing is suggested to define this as a  separate and 
distinct unit of text.   So what’s in the location? Well, Tyre lies north of Galilee, we’d 2

know it as modern day Lebanon.  The use of τὰ ὅρια (ta horia), is suggested to 3

highlight that this represented and included farmlands and villages.  It was an area 
of mixed ethnicity and also the site of economic tension particularly between the 
wealthier city dwellers and poorer farmers.  During Roman occupation the leaders 4

 NRSV Mark 7:20-211

 Ringe in Levine2

 Borg3

 Ringe in Levine4
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of Phoenicia, the main city, were political pawns extracting goods and services from 
southern regions occupied by Jewish communities. 
5

We’re not told directly why Jesus decided to head to this region or anything about 
the house that he attends, but what we are told suggests that this was a trip of 
refuge rather than mission, and once more his attempt to retreat fails.  Enter the 6

woman who’d heard about him and whose daughter is possessed with an unclean 
spirit. Her approach parallels that of Jairus  as she bows down at Jesus feet in her 7

plea for exorcism on her absent daughter’s behalf.  Unlike the author of Matthew, 8

who refers to the woman using the antiquated biblical name “Canaanite,” the 
author of Mark takes care to characterise this woman as Ἑλληνίς,  (Hellénis) which 9

means Greek Woman  yet it’s translated as Gentile and Syro-phoenician. In this 10

careful characterisation we hear that this woman is well an truly an outsider by 
gender, culture, religion and ethnicity.  We also hear her desperation as she begs 11

for her daughter to be liberated. 
12

So the fact that this woman is such an outsider, in need of Jesus’ help, surely we’re 
left challenged and perplexed by his rude and seemingly uncharacteristic hostile 
response as he refers to this woman as a ‘dog.’ Some interpret his response with 
the suggestion that he was simply having joke with the woman - we can’t possibly 
have Jesus behaving in such a manner.  I’ve never approached this text thinking 13

Jesus was joking, I have approached this text suggesting that Jesus was ultimately 
a first century Jewish man and was aware of his own racial identity  and that in his 14

humanness he had absorbed the racism and sexism inherent in his context.  
15

The contemptible term ‘dogs’ is generally understood to be a term used by Jews 
about Gentiles - but is it! Well, apparently there’s no evidence to support this; what I 
did come across was the understanding that it was a term used to refer to groups 
of people who were hostile to God's people or to Gods law.   This led me to 16

another possible interpretation to help us understand this hostile outburst.


 Van Dyk in Connections5

 NRSV Mark 7:246

 NRSV Mark 5:21-437

 NRSV Mark 7:258

 Greek New Testament Mark 7:269

 Strongs10

 Schüssler Fiorenza11

 NRSV Mark 7:2612

 Van Dyk in Connections13

 Rebera in Levine14

 Ringe in Levine15

 Ringe in Levine16
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It’s suggested that the geographical location and the way in which the author 
introduces this woman’s identity so specifically sets the scene. All of this identifies 
her not just as a Gentile, but very possibley this woman was one of the city 
dwellers, part of the group whose policies and lifestyle led to suffering for the 
poorer, rural, Jewish neighbours.  Nicaraguan peasants in the Gospel of 17

Solentimine reach the conclusion that this woman must have been rich and an 
oppressor, this based purely on Jesus’ harsh response.  If this is the case the 18

woman’s behaviour would’ve certainly being viewed as hostile to the divine 
mandates of justice  and so basically the harsh confrontation is related to the 19

woman’s unjust economic advantage and potential oppression of God’s people. 
20

The woman refuses to accept Jesus’ rejection, she stands confident in her own 
sense of power and employs a little bit of wit as she transforms a label of contempt 
into an image reflecting a more domestic scene. She relinquishes her place of 
privilege and moves to a place of willing to receive whatever’s left. This retort, this 
woman’s courage results in the exorcism being carried out - Jesus is transformed. I 
guess this idea of Jesus changing can be challenging to many - how can he, he’s 
divine, he’s without sin, does this make him a sinner? Well one question I came 
across in my readings was are we so constrained by our traditional readings of the 
New Testament documents and the Council of Nicaea, etc that we are unable to 
experience the profound?  
21

Last week Jesus proclaimed that it’s what comes from the heart the renders 
someone unclean - are we so conditioned that we are unable to hear or accept that 
this woman was able to transform the heart of Jesus to be in line with God?  Is it 22

possible that this woman affirms and convinces Jesus that the bounds of his 
ministry is to extend beyond the children of Israel to all people - even the wealthy, 
because it seems that Jesus is trapped by his characterisation of her as enemy 
rather than been able to see a woman who desperately seeks liberation for her 
daughter?


We’re coming close to the 20th anniversary of 9/11 - that horrific day that saw 
thousands of people killed in the name of God and I guess to some degree in the 
name of purity codes held by people with extreme religious views. Just on Friday 
New Zealand experienced a terror attack that cost people their lives, this attack 
carried out by a person identified as holding a violent ideology and inspired by Isis.


How have I got to this you may ask - well like Jesus we look at situations from a 
particular perspective, through a particular lens and incidents like this, has for as 

 Ringe in Levine17

 Cardenal in Levine18

 Ringe in Levine19

 Van Dyk in Connections20

 Ashton in Connections21

 Wainwright22
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long as I remember, tended to unleash hateful speech and actions against whole 
groups of people. As Jesus saw a woman of privilege and insulted her, so too will 
some see people of other faiths and respond in harsh and hurtful ways - we’ve all 
heard the quite violent saying of tar with the same brush.


As the situation in Afghanistan continues to unfold we’re going to see so many 
people desperately seeking refuge, we’ve heard the federal government say that 
those who arrive by boat will not be allowed to remain on our shores - are we 
constrained by the belief that people can simply hop on a plane to seek safety? Are 
we going to allow a rhetoric of fear roam free with the assumption that the Taliban 
will breach our borders? I confess that I’m fearful that hate will begin to bubble up 
against our muslim siblings.


Religion and culture are important to individual and communal identity and one of 
the biggest challenges we face is the hate that festers, the violence that arises and 
let’s not deny that this occurs within our Christian faith too. In many ways the 
church views herself as the sole repository of religious truth and for many people 
there’s no way they’re going to pollute their faith by exploring or accepting another 
- what does that reveal about our hearts? Brian Hebblethwaite, a philosophical 
theologian, is cited as suggesting that: “Christians must cease to think of their own 
faith as bearing witness to God’s final and absolute self revelation to humanity,”  23

God is bigger than any one theology, as for faith it calls us to freedom from fear, it 
calls us to love, it calls us to the vision of the kingdom which is a vision of inclusion.


Events like 9/11, like the take over of Afghanistan after a long period of war, like the 
terror attack in New Zealand become part of our collective memory and the 
challenge to every person is the call to respect diversity. For all of us who proclaim 
a Christian faith the challenge is to remember that the gospel message is one of 
inclusion not exclusion - Jesus’ ministry extended beyond the bounds of the 
Children of Israel.  


Today a woman, an outsider in so many ways, rejects the discrimination based on 
her gender, ethnicity, religious affiliation and social status, she makes no claim of 
faith, Jesus makes no comment about forgiveness, she stands firm in her worth not 
her privilege and claims her inclusion within the circle of those lives touched by 
Jesus.  This woman transforms Jesus, she reminds him that God is divine mystery, 24

God is love and that love is not bound by purity codes, tradition, rules, God’s love is 
for all. We are challenged to consider what we need to relinquish, because if we fail 
to respect the diversity we fail to respect the dignity of humanity and we fail to 
recognise that inclusion is the cornerstone of the new social order, the cornerstone 
of the Kingdom. 

Prayer 

Elohim, YHWH, Shekinah, El Roy many are your names, may we remember that we 
are created in your image uniquely and diversely not the other way around. Send 

 Hebblethwaite in Abioje23

 Rebera in Levine24
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your Spirit upon us may she grant us wisdom, to speak truth and relinquish all that 
prevents inclusive love. I the name of the one who transforms and was transformed, 
amen.


Hymn Praise the Source of all Creation (Tune TiS 517) 

Prayers for the People 

Praise be to you Ancient Wisdom

We your people come before bringing our prayers to you.


We lament for the people of Afghanistan,

We weep as lives are lost as liberty and freedom is ripped away,

As any remnants of peace are replaced with violence.

God lead those who seek safety to open arms of welcome around the world.

In Your Mercy

Hear our Prayer 

We lament for the people of New Zealand for the people of Aukland,

Our hearts ache as we hear of lives lost once more due to violent ideology. 

Comfort the grieving and gather the people.

In Your Mercy

Hear our Prayer 

We pray for the people of the U.S as the extreme weather ravages the land, takeing 
lives and homes.

Hear the cries of your people and the planet,

Be the healing balm for the people and the land, meet them in their suffering.

In Your Mercy

Hear our Prayer 

As COVID continues to cast it’s shadow upon the world,

We grieve with those who have watched loved ones die from a distance,

We call for healing upon those afflicted with disease.

Hear the cries of those who are isolated, 

those whose mental health is shattered or shattering.

Be with all essential workers as they continue to serve the people.

In Your Mercy

Hear our Prayer 

We pray for the leaders and decision makers around the world

There is too much suffering and too much pain,

Too many are left on the margins of community and society.

Send your Spirit to lead the way, may she whisper her wisdom and touch lips with 
truth.

In Your Mercy

Hear our Prayer 
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For all members of this congregation, gathered and scattered, we give thanks, we 
particularly uphold, Kenneth and Bobbie in prayer, for all of those who are unable to 
join us as we gather may they feel connected by your Spirit and your Love.

In Your Mercy

Hear our Prayer 

God take the prayers of your people, the spoken and the silent as the offerings of 
our hearts.

Amen 

Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
 

Peace 

Communion Hymn CH 659 Put peace into each other’s hands 
(Tune TiS 523)  

Communion 

- Invitation 

- Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God be with you

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to God 

Let us give thanks to the God of love

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God…

…Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we praise you with the faithful of every time 
and place, Joining with the whole creation in the eternal hymn:


- Sanctus 

- Institution 

- Invocation & Lord’s Prayer 

And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
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- Breaking the Bread  

Prayer after Communion 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn TiS 690 Beauty for Brokenness 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place,

As people of the Way with kingdom vision.

Let us embrace diversity

Knowing that inclusion is the cornerstone of the new social order,

An order that is underpinned with love.


May the blessing of God, remind us of the divine within each other

The blessing of Christ, remind us of the importance of engaging peacefully

and the blessing of the Holy Spirit, Sophia, be the wisdom that weaves between 
difference to create a beautiful tapestry of a new creation. Amen


Shalom to You 

Postlude 
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