
Mt 22:34 - 46
Rev. Susan Pickering

Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Brother, sister let me serve you TiS 650 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 90) 

God, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

God satisfies us with God’s steadfast love,

So that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

God who has been and continues to dwell within us

calls us to gather and unite in worship.

We gather together to worship God 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today.  
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Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

God of Love

We give you thanks for Jesus of Nazareth

who swept away centuries of prejudice and legalism

he accepted people as they were,

he offered love and acceptance to all.


We hear the call to love you, to love ourselves

and to love our neighbour. 

We come before you in our human frailty

confessing that in words and deeds we fail to love you, let alone our neighbour.


We name the days when we look in the mirror

and find it hard to like what is reflected back at us,

let alone love what we see and what we are.


We confess that we sometimes don’t even know who is our neighbour

so how can we possible love them?


For the times that people have felt excluded because of;

their appearance, their poverty, their lack of power,

their low self image - forgive us and remind us of the call to love.


When we have offered love at a superficial level only

out of fear of being hurt or fear of begin ridiculed,

strengthen us to love more deeply, set us free from the fear.


We know in our hearts

that our call to discipleship demands an utterly new way

of seeing people as you did, to offer love as you did,

to go on the journey from heart to eyes and hands and feet,

a journey that challenges and confronts.

Kindle the flame within once more, O God,

set us free to love deeply and fearlessly.

In Christ we pray. Amen


Words of Assurance 

When confronted by the simple yet impossible demands
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of God’s realm, we stand in awe of the God 

who asks so much 

Yet giving God’s self freely in Christ

We are a forgiven, free and loved people.


Thanks be to God. 

Doxology: Bless the Lord my Soul (TiS 706) 

Service of the Word 

Readings 
1st reading 1 Thess 2:1 - 8 
2nd reading  Matt 22:34 - 46 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 
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Message 

Jesus began the week with his entry into Jerusalem, the crowds shouting; 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’  Since then he’s cleansed the temple and faced a 1

barrage of questions challenging his authority, these questions have been politically 
dangerous, the Sadducees in the previous passage head down the pathway of 
being spiritually contentious, he’s stopped them all in their tracks, but they’re 
persistent. Today we hear a Pharisee, a lawyer no less, address Jesus with a title of 
respect and an air of irony in a bid to test him, he asks; ‘which commandment in 
the law is the greatest?’  perhaps he’s forgotten Jesus is Jewish too!
2

As a side, this is the only time that Matthew uses the term Lawyer,  (νομικος - 
nomikos) one suggestion is that perhaps this a member of the big league, a 
professional theologian.  This was a time when there was a problem with attempts 3

to divide the laws into ‘greater and lesser,’ in this test, the hope is that Jesus will 
devalue the law and discredit himself.  Now for most of us, our minds probably go 4

to the Decalogue, the 10 commandments, but we need to be mindful and aware 
the law of Moses was understood to contain no less that 613 commandments. 
5

Jesus makes his response, he identifies the greatest commandment, and does so 
by quoting part of the Shema Prayer, a text central to Jewish liturgy and life. This 
prayer was recited by observant Jews morning and evening - all who were listening 
to Jesus would’ve have been well aware of this tex, it was the heart of Jewish 
religion. The Shema begins; ‘Hear, O  Israel: The Lord  is our God, the Lord alone’  6

and is followed by the words Jesus quotes, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.’ 
7

Jesus, again quoting the Hebrew Scriptures, goes on to identify the second, which 
is ‘like’ it, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself,’   concluding that on these 8

two hang ‘all the law and the prophets.’  The use of the word ‘like’ indicates a 9

 Matthew 21:91

 Matthew 22:362

 King in Feasting on the Gospels3

 Errickson in Feasting on the Gospels4

 http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/4566-commandments-the-613 5

 Deuteronomy 6:46

 Deuteronomy 6:57

 Leviticus 19:18b8

 Matthew 22:40b9
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sense of equality, the love of God and neighbour are ‘mutually supportive and 
reinforcing.’  Jesus is not dismissing or diminishing the other commandments, 10

remember he came ‘not to abolish but to fulfil’  the law and prophets. 
11

In his response Jesus makes love the criterion, the key for interpreting, he has 
liberated the commandments from being orders to be obeyed in to an invitation to 
a new way of life. 
12

So there we have it, love is all you need, hardly a breaking news headline! The word 
love get branded about, love gets spoken about fairly openly and freely, our culture 
is saturated with sentimental images of what love is.  What we need to understand 13

is that the love Jesus is speaking of is not sentimental and gushy, it’s not even safe, 
Jesus is not simply a holy hippy. Jesus calls us to follow him and to love, this call is 
dangerous, risky, radical and edgy. In the context of Leviticus neighbour includes; 
the poor, the widow, the orphan, the alien or the foreigner, and the fellow Israelite. 
Then, when we connect with the Sermon on the Mount we’re again reminded of 
Jesus’ radicalisation of neighbour love as he said; ‘Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.’  The love that we are called to live is active, it’s 14

compassionate and we are to extend it even to those who are hostile. We need to 
remember that loving God is inseparable from an active loving of neighbour.


Jesus calls us to follow a new and alternative way and everything about that way 
hangs on love, we are not called to a half hearted effort, but to immerse ourselves, 
it’s a life long task.  In 1741 at Saint Mary’s Oxford, John Wesley preached a 15

sermon called “The Almost Christian,” in which he explores what it is to be an 
‘almost Christian’ and an 'altogether Christian.’  Wesley says that the ‘almost 16

Christian’ is sincere and “does nothing which the gospel forbids,”  indeed they 17

even have a; "form of Godliness.” The ‘altogether Christian’ on the other hand has 
two defining characteristics and those are, love of God and love of neighbour, 
Wesley suggests that the church is full of ‘almost Christians.’


 Herzog10

 Matthew 5:1711

 Wright12

 Gafney in preaching the Word on sojo.net 13

 Matthew 5:4414

 Hauerwas15

 https://wesleyscholar.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/The-Almost-Christian-1741.pdf 16

 https://wesleyscholar.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/The-Almost-Christian-1741.pdf 17
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Love is what fulfils the law, in reality rules are safer than love, it’s easier to follow a 
set of rules than to allow love to lead the way, after all if we follow the rules we get 
it right, right? Right doctrine, right belief, right theology, surely we can’t go wrong? 
How are the rules developed? Upon what are our rules based? Where/how is belief 
formed? The ‘Rule of Faith’ was a term used by early church fathers such a 
Tertullian and Irenaeus as they identified what they understood to be an authority or 
standard in religious belief, so the Nicean Creed is a rule of faith. Irenaeus in his 
support for only four gospels said; “There actually are only four authentic gospels. 
And this is obviously true because there are four corners of the universe and there 
are four principal winds, and therefore there can be only four gospels that are 
authentic.”  It’s a rule!
18

Where is the love? What happens when we apply our rules and they further 
oppress the already oppressed, further exclude the already excluded, further 
exploit the already exploited, what about when our rules promote discussion that is 
seeped in hatred? Does it come down to the bottom line of being right and this is 
what is at stake?


If we love God but not our neighbour we enter risky territory, much more is at risk, 
at stake than a sense of being right. What is potentially at stake is breaking the 
golden rule, ‘In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you; for this 
is the law and the prophets.’  Like everything else in this world we can use God for 19

our own advantage, to serve our own purpose. Many atrocities have been carried 
out in this world based on peoples so called love for and commitment to God, so 
much harm and so much horror. We can say we love God and that we follow Jesus 
but without holding love of God and neighbour together it’s half hearted - almost 
Christian - almost disciple. 


For some the rule of faith is; “we must convert the unsaved, their soul is at risk.” In 
some cases the tactic of fear is implemented, it’s harmful, it’s arrogant - how is it 
love of neighbour? When we disconnect the love of God from love of neighbour we 
reduce love to a theological concept.


We cannot truly love God if we do not love our neighbour, what does this mean? If 
we love God and neighbour we cannot endorse or support policies rhetoric or 
systems that do harm to others in any shape or form; economically, physically, 
psychologically, socially, rather we must stand against them, we must stand up 
against anything that spews harm or hatred and we must do so on the basis of 
Love God and Love neighbour. This is the call, remember, ‘what does 

 New Eusbius18

 Matthew 7:1219
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the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?’  
20

It’s not a case of What would Jesus Do? It’s a case of what Jesus did! Jesus 
embodied these two greatest commandments in his life and ministry, he sat and 
ate with the unclean, unwanted and unwelcome, he touched the lepers, he sat and 
spoke with women, he healed on the sabbath - as I have said before he didn’t just 
preach it, he lived it, he loved God and neighbour.


The challenge is real. We can wear crosses around our necks and declare ourselves 
disciples, we forget that the cross was a tool of execution, then, we hear the news, 
someone has carried out an abhorrent act, we utter the words ‘bring back the 
death penalty.’ 


Being disciples is not simply about preaching, it’s about living, it’s about 
embodiment. Being disciples is not about right doctrine or belief it is about love 
and not the sentimental type, the hard, scandalous love that goes against the grain. 
Love is about peace and justice for all not just a few. Jesus in the second part of 
the reading, a sermon in itself, becomes the questioner, the one that entered the 
city with crowds shouting ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’  will soon become a 21

collapsed figure on a cross, the challenge to us, are we ‘almost disciples’ or 
‘altogether disciples?’


Prayer  

Divine Love, send your Spirit upon us, may she grant us wisdom to understand the 
fulness of love that is required to witness Christ in the world. May we stand 
together as altogether disciples, living lives of love that light up the world.


Hymn Spirit of Jesus CH 621 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.


 Micah 6:8b20

 Matthew 21:921
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.


Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Make Me a channel of your peace TiS 607 

Words of Mission & Blessing 
 

Let us go out into the world,

Prepared to love God and Neighbour.

Remembering love is:

The voice of justice, peace and truth,

Remembering love is:

Scandalous and for all,

Let us go out forgetting the rules,

And remembering to love.


The blessing of God be in our words

The blessing of Christ be in our deeds

The blessing of the Holy Spirit weave together our words and deeds into a tapestry 
of love.


Recession  Shalom to You  

Postlude 
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Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Feasting on the Gospels, Matthew Vol 2 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
Johnson

Mathew for Everyone - Tom Wright

Jesus, Justice and the Reign of God - William R. Herzog II

Matthew - Stanley Hauerwas

Preaching the Word - sojo.net

Lifting the Burden: Reading Matthew in the Church Today - Brendan Byrne

Matthew - Douglas R.A. Hare

Studies in Matthew - Ulrich Luz

https://wesleyscholar.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/The-Almost-
Christian-1741.pdf 
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