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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: We Are Your People TiS 468 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

Lying under the heavy rocks of tradition

Is the determined life of God. 

Springing up in the most unlikely places

Is the rebellious life of God. 

We are the people of God,

Called to a life of discipleship. 

Come let us gather, and offer our worship to God,

We are gathered, let us worship as one. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today.  
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Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Blessed be you, El Shaddai,

for you gift to us the freshness of this new day,

the newborn light enabling us to see with new eyes.

We give thanks for the gift of creation,

For the gift of new life in Christ.

You call us to live lives of compassion,

Yet we must confess that like Pharaoh are hearts can become hard.


Our systems and policies leave so many people on the fringe of community and 
society, living with a sense of hopelessness.

God, we confess that we so often fail to speak out, to stand against the structures 
and policies of our world.


The earth cries out for justice, her streams are poisoned, her oceans choked, her 
forests burn out of control. We so often fail to respond, in even the simplest way, 
we declare, that is just nature.


Children around the world suffer, living with abuse, exploitation, slavery and 
violence, their worth not recognised, they become nothing more than a cog in the 
wheel. God we close our eyes, the thought is too much to bear let alone the 
images.


Forgive us God,

As a newborn takes it’s first breath, 

We ask for the breath of your life giving Spirit.

May she come and awaken us once more,

Opening our eyes, minds and hearts,

May we be inspired to work for justice,

To work for the liberation of the whole of creation.

In the name of the Son of the Living God, Amen


Words of Assurance 
 

As we pray the love of God comes close, Christ the living God walks beside us, 
The Spirit of love and truth rests upon us. We are forgiven and loved and by the 
grace of God we are set free.


Thanks be to God. 
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Doxology: Praise God (TiS 768)  

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading Exodus 1:8 – 2:10 
2nd reading Matthew 16:13 – 20  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message 

This week we are going to take a journey through the Exodus reading. As we do we 
need to understand that ‘the text of the Pentateuch, [so the first 5 books of the 
Hebrew Scriptures,] tend to concentrate on the deeds of YHWH’  and so it is with 1

this lens we need to read the texts. 


So the reading today begins by informing us that there’s a new, unnamed, king on 
the block and by all accounts it seems he’s bit ruthless and a bit of a tyrant. There’s 
no escape from the fact that our account today is horrific, the Hebrew people are 
enslaved, their lives are bitter, yet even with the ever worsening conditions they 
thrive.  Two Hebrew midwives, named Shiphrah and Puah are employed and 2

ordered to kill Hebrew boys at birth, leaving the girls to live. Here we need to 
acknowledge the very fact that these women are named is an immediate indication 
that they play a significant role in Hebrew history.


Now, unfortunately for the king, Shiphrah and Puah feared God, and it seems, that 
they make every attempt to live with integrity, with obvious respect for human life 
and worth.  When asked why did they let the boys live they came back with an 
amazing creative story: “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; for they are 
vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.”  I suppose the fact that 
men had nothing to do with the birthing process gave these women a perfect 
opportunity to be creative.
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Anyhoo, outwitted by the midwives, the king turns to his people and commands 
them; ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you 
shall let every girl live.’ From here we move to the account of Moses’ mother, 
named later as Jochoved, she goes underground in order to save her son, but 
eventually she’s faced with a desperate situation, how could she hide him any 
longer?  She makes him a basket and places it on the Nile with her son inside.  
Moses sister, also named later as Miriam, stood by and watched what would 
become of her baby brother.  


Enter Pharaoh’s daughter, she goes to the river to bathe but before she does she 
finds the basket and sees the child, it’s at this point she did something that 
probably every tyrant on earth fears…upon hearing the boy cry, she took pity. Up to 
this point Moses’s sister had been a mere observer, but now she emerges, 
suggesting that she go and get a nurse for the child, Pharaoh’s daughter accepts 
her help, and so she goes and returns with her mother, Moses’ mother, who will 
now nurse her own son, and to top it off she is placed on the payroll of the king.


Last week we encountered 1 fiesty female, this week we encounter 5. 
Remembering that we need to remain focussed on the deeds of YHWH, we cannot 
dismiss the fact that one of the women instrumental in God’s work here is an 
Egyptian, no less than pharaoh’s daughter. Ched Myers describes this account as 
‘highly political in nature,’  the Hebrews are oppressed, their thriving is a threat to 3

the social stability of Pharaoh’s Egypt. This account is one of resistance, rebellion, 
refusal to accept the orders of the king, it’s a challenge to the ‘legitimacy of a rulers 
authority,’  this is an ancient account of civil disobedience.
4

Freedom of speech and freedom to protest was not a thing and in the ancient 
mediterranean world, the king was seen as divine, the actions of these women 
were transgressing the order of the cosmos.  
5

These defiant women, take initiative and decisive action, they work together 
despite differences in ‘class, nation and age.’  We have midwives, often barren 6

women unable to conceive, we have an enslaved Hebrew woman and her daughter 
and we have Pharaoh’s daughter a woman of rank and privilege, indeed pharaoh’s 
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daughter listening to and accepting help from the female child of a slave, who is 
‘perhaps the least powerful person she will encounter.’ 
7

These women took huge risks to subvert noxious policy, to stand up for what they 
knew to be right. They make deliberate choices on behalf of life, their actions make 
possible the survival and growth of the central character in the Exodus narrative.  
Without the acts of these women there is no Exodus account, there is no liberation 
story.


All of this said, we cannot forget the horror of the account, many boys would’ve 
been killed, their mothers unable to escape the tyrant and the oppression.  While 
we hear the girls were spared, let’s not be fooled into thinking it was because they 
were viewed as valuable, they were just insignificant within the patriarchal ancient 
world. Well, likewise today many men women and children continue to live under 
oppression and tyranny,  in fact today is the remembrance day for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, yet today the world continues to profit from the contemporary 
slave trade a much more insidious and cruel trade. While we, here and now, along 
with many others have the privilege of not living under such rule there are still many 
in our community that live vulnerably on the fringes of community and society.


It is here that we must remember the deeds of YHWH - God is active and in today’s 
account God provides and is active in unlikely leaders - women, a mother, a sister, 
a daughter but even more powerful in this account God employs the power of the 
powerful,  God works in ways that are not the ways of the world. God is a God of 8

liberation, justice and inclusion. There are so many examples in our world that 
show little interest in addressing the needs of all people, but as we read the 
scriptures we are constantly reminded that God not only welcomes all but has 
preference for the poor, God begins with those who have the greatest need. 


This account is the beginning of the story of a peoples liberation, it’s a story of the 
powerful and powerless taking risks, working together for freedom, standing 
against oppression. These women did not have a copy of the new testament 
tucked away, the birth of Jesus was a long way off but they knew God and feared 
God, perhaps Pharaoh’s daughter didn’t know God per se, but she respected the 
dignity and worth of all human life and God worked through her.


Jesus asks the disciples; ‘But who do you say that I am?’  If we like Simon Peter 
answer, ‘You are the Messiah,  the Son of the living God,’ we confess the fullest 
revelation of God in Christ. In answering the call to discipleship we are called to 
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take risks, to work together for freedom for all, imagine if the world over people 
recognised the worth of each other, if people recognised the image of God in one 
another, imagine if we embraced difference as a gift. I believe that the women of 
this story are today our teachers, calling us to make a choice, to live in a 
comfortable existence or to open ourselves to the consequences of living a life of 
compassion that leads to transformation, the latter may not always be easy, but it 
is the way of the kingdom.


Prayer 

YHWH, we call to you, we are your people, the risks seem so great. Send your 
Spirit of Truth to rest upon us, may she birth within us the desire to work for justice 
for all, may she touch our eyes to see the worth of all people, may she touch our 
lips with words of wisdom. In Christ we pray. Amen


Hymn: I Have a Dream (Tune TiS 123) 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.


Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Forth in your Name TiS 571 

Words of Mission & Blessing 
 

Let us leave this place

Daring to be the people of God,

filled with compassion and care,

Let us stand in solidarity with the vulnerable,

Let us build relationships regardless of difference,

Let us begin the journey out of the empire and into the kingdom of God.
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May the blessing of God grant us the intuition of the listening heart

May the blessing of Christ grant us the strength to dare to love

and may the blessing of the Holy Spirit, be the midwife who guides us through the 
labour pains of transformation.


Threefold Amen 

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

A History of Israel - John Bright

Wisdom in Israel - Gerhard Von Rad

Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch - Ed. T. Desmond Alexander & David 
W. Baker

Set Them Free: The Other Side of Exodus - Laurel A. Dykstra

Preaching the Word - sojo.net
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