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Sunday 21st November - Christ the King 

Rev. Susan Pickering
Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices  

Centring Prayer  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn TiS 227 When Morning Gilds the Sky  

Light the Christ Candle  
 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship  

In his days justice shall flourish,

and peace till the moon fails.

The voices of those oppressed will be heard,

the poor will receive enough on which to live,

the rich will share gladly the abundance they have received.

In his days justice shall flourish, 
and peace till the moon fails. 

We gather to recall the reign of Christ,

his radical life and radical love,

the one who comes in the name of the Lord,

to establish peace and justice

with integrity and with mercy.

We gather to recall the reign of Christ, 
let us worship God, whose kingdom Christ proclaims. 

Acknowledgment of Country  

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, elders, past, present and 
emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

Introit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Holy God of Justice and Mercy,

as we come into your presence,

we give thanks for the reign of Christ,

who modelled a way of living, prepared to be vulnerable,

prepared to walk with the poor and marginalised.


As we commit ourselves to follow Christ,

to live lives as people of Easter faith,

we confess that it is easy to stay in our comfortable way of life,

and so, fall short of living the life to which we are called.


We come before you in turbulent times,

so much suffering, pain and hurt,

so many people expressing their pain and hurt as anger.

We confess that we too use anger as an expression,

fearful of naming pain and hurt, betrayal or suffering.


We acknowledge that, perhaps unconsciously,

we have participated in the discourse that perpetuates hate,

division, disharmony and disunity.


We are on the edge of Advent, 

heading towards the Christmas celebrations,

we acknowledge that at this tine we begin to get caught up

in the tinsel and the consumerism.


God set us free to live the lives we are called to live,

send your Spirit afresh to rest upon us,

restore us to a right relationship, the true way of living with Christ,

In Christ we pray AMEN
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Words of Assurance 

The kingdom of God has begun, that kingdom is inclusive and offers forgiveness, 
freedom and acceptance. The risen Christ offers life beyond life, let us know 
ourselves as forgiven, free and loved people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Doxology CH 809 Praise God Tune TiS 768 

Praise God the Source of life and Birth,

Praise God the Word who came to earth,

Praise God the Spirit, Holy Flame,

All glory, honour to God’s name.  

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading 2 Samuel 23:1-7 The Last Words of David  
2nd reading John 18:33 - 37 Jesus before Pilate  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Sermon 

We’re on the edge of a new liturgical year and next week we begin the journey 
through advent. This week we celebrate “Christ the King” also known as  “The 
Reign of Christ. Unlike other celebrations Christ the King is relatively new, it was 
established following Pope Pius XI encyclical letter  Quas Primas on December 11, 
1925,  the context was the aftermath of World War 1 and the growth of secularism 1

and nationalism.  Originally celebrated on the last Sunday of October it was moved 2

to the final Sunday of the liturgical year in 1969 by Pope Paul VI.  The hope of this 3

celebration was to remind people and nations that while there was a continued 
rejection of God and God’s law, in either private life or in politics, there’d be no 
hope of lasting peace.  While some of you may be aware of this information I think 4

 Davies1

 Riley in Connections2

 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Feast-of-Christ-the-King 3

 Davies4
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it’s good that we’re reminded. Because so often we simply accept the liturgical 
year,  and we forget the story behind the church celebrations.


As we enter the text we must be honest, because anyone who knows the story of 
David know’s he didn’t exactly always get it right, he was a flawed human being, he 
had an affair with Bathsheba , then he had her husband killed , and he seemingly 5 6

ignored the rape of his daughter Tamar.  Today’s reading is a beautiful poetic prayer 7

identified as the “last words of David, ” well, one of at last, because David remains 8

on the scene until a couple of chapters into 1 Kings so rather than words of closure 
they’re more of a theological reminder. The text begins by identifying David, as if we 
needed to be told, the use of the term נְאֻם־  nə·’um - oracle, is a term that’s usually 9

reserved for prophetic speech  so what’s happening here is that while he was 10

established as king, he is now being reestablished as a prophetic figure, speaking 
not only for God but as God would speak.  The use of the phrases ‘man whom 11

God exalted’ and ‘the anointed of God,’  draws our attention to the close 12

relationship between David and God. 
13

This beautiful poem draws from diverse traditions including; wisdom, prophetic and 
Deuteronomic traditions, as it reaffirms the character and nature of God and God’s 
ideals for kingship, the themes of God’s justice and vision of wholeness in the world 
along with the tendency of humanity to use and abuse power weaving through the 
text. 


We’re given a description of the just ruler, as one who rules in the fear of God, this 
ruler will be like the light of a new day that dawns, the sun rising on a clear day.  14

The justice that’s established by this king, here, is compared with the nourishing 
and sustaining effects of sunlight. In the ancient world and in particular Egypt, sun 
imagery was used to describe the benefits of a good king, the justice by which he 

 NRSV 2 Samuel 11:45

 NRSV 2 Samuel 11:14-156

 NRSV 2 Samuel 137

 NRSV 2 Samuel 23:1-78

 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/9

 Yamada in Feasting10

 NRSV 2 Samuel 23:2-3a11

 NRSV 2 Samuel 23:112

 Cho in Connections13

 NRSV 2 Samuel 3b-414

4

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/


2 Samuel 23:1-7 The Last Words of David 
Sunday 21st November - Christ the King 

Rev. Susan Pickering

would rule would enable and cause flourishing, humanity would thrive and the 
world would be filled with the benefits of divine and royal favour.  
15

We then have a bit of an interlude with verse 5, it seems David is reflecting upon the 
ever lasting covenant with God. The first and last sentence of this verse are 
translated as questions, that said it’s suggested that in the Hebrew they could quite 
as easily be emphatic declarations - is David making a bold declaration that his 
house reflects the divine favour of the previous verses or is he introducing doubt as 
he asks a question?  The latter could lead readers and hearers to critically reflect 16

on the reign of this chosen and troubled leader.  However, while David may find 17

himself in tension with his past, we hear his certainty of God’s divine promise; “for 
he has made with me an everlasting covenant…”  this quite clearly reminds us that 18

God’s election is not based upon human achievement.

 
This interlude acts as an interruption as the contrast is made between the just rule 
of a king and the fate of the godless, the Hebrew being ּובְלִּיַ֕עַל (ū·ḇə·lî·ya·’al) which 
translates as  [the  sons]  of  rebellion.  Just as Hannah’s prayer was the hope of 19

reversal in which God would raise the lowly and bring down those from high 
places,   this poem of David reverses the imagery of the previous verses. He 20

declares that the godless are like thorns that will eventually be consumed in fire  21

the very sun that leads to flourishing in the presence of justice will, in the face of 
injustice and abuse of power, lead to destruction.


We need to understand that the institution of kingship was a foreign concept and a 
concept that was ultimately accepted only grudgingly by some,  this institution 22

was a matter for dispute, should Israel, like other nations, be ruled by a king or by 
tribal judges/prophets/priests?  Regardless of how people felt, the bottom line is 23

that this institution of kingship was afforded a place in Yahwistic theology. 
24

 Yamada in Feasting15

 Yamada in Feasting 16

 Yamada in Feasting 17

 NRSV 2 Samuel 23:5b18

 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel19

 NRSV 1 Samuel 2:1-1020

 NRSV 2 Samuel 23:721

 Bright22

 Grant23

 Bright24
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Throughout history the monarchy and the majority of the rulers from Israel and 
Judah failed to live up to this model put forward by David. The idea of royalty and 
the monarchy, both ancient and modern, often conjures up images of power and 
wealth, pomp and ceremony. The reality is today still the leaders of the world fail to 
seek the wisdom of divine kingship and seek the pathways of true peace and 
justice.


In our reading from John this week we heard that Pilate asked Jesus; ‘Are you the 
King of the Jews?’  Jesus goes on to say to Pilate; ‘My kingdom is not from this 25

world,’  and explains that his purpose is to; 'to testify to the truth.’ The way in 26

which Jesus filled the role of king and how he disrupted the presumptions of power 
grows out of the history of chosen leadership. As God’s anointed, as God’s son, 
Jesus took seriously God’s vision of the kingdom and leadership. Jesus proclaims a 
new world, rather than kingship, he is declaring a new kinship and way of being in 
relationship with each other and with God. The message and kingship of Jesus did 
not bring him wealth or popularity among the political and religious authorities, he 
was not a king with corgi’s, his crown was not one of gold and jewels, but one of 
thorns, he didn’t wear a long stylish robe, he was stripped bare, beaten and 
crucified. 


If we read just one verse more of the John reading today we hear that Pilate went 
on to ask Jesus; ‘What is truth?’  I believe that this question is one we must 27

continue to ask as we declare ourselves as disciples of Jesus, what is truth? The 
dictionary defines truth as; the quality or state of being true, that which is true or in 
accordance with fact or reality or a fact or belief that is accepted as true. In reality 
we each hold truths that are not accepted as truth by others. 


The vision of God’s reign is so often anticipated or understood only in future terms 
or other worldly existence, the risk with this is that the belief becomes that we have 
no reason to engage in this world, the outcome being that people chose to live in 
ways that are at best unhelpful and at worst destructive.  The reality for each of us 28

is that as disciples we are to understand God’s vision as a vision for the now, too. 
When it comes to the vision of the kingdom and leadership in the world and indeed 
our communities we must seek the truths of the kingdom, not the world. The truths 
of the kingdom are those spoken by the prophets, those lived in the person of 
Jesus and they include: non-violence, compassion, preference for the poor, outcast 
and marginalised, equality, dignity, justice, mercy, inclusivity, peace and love. The 
kingdom is about living in community, it’s about the other rather than individualism 
that we unfortunately continue to see rapidly increasing around the world.


 NRSV John 18:33b25

 NRSV John 18:36a26

 NRSV John 18:3827

 Riley in Connections28
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Leadership, in terms of the kingdom, is a sacred role, whether it be leading a nation 
or leading a community or group. Leaders are to called to lead with justice, and the 
subtext of our readings this morning is tragic because we can hear the reality that it 
seems, throughout history it continues to be difficult for humanity to handle this 
sacred responsibility. As disciples the call for us is to continue to be the prophetic 
voice, whether it’s welcome or not. It’s to call on governments to lead with justice, 
with a preference for the poor, marginalised, outcast and refugee, their call is to 
seek true and lasting peace. The call to leadership is a gift from God, one that is not 
to be held with a clenched fist but to be held gently.


The hopeful tone within the last words of David is that there is a source of justice 
that allows and enables those in power to scrutinise their uses and abuses of 
power and to do better. In our world the abuses of power, violence and war often 
go to the drumbeat of religious overtones and undertones, David's song invites us 
to find our way out of violence and injustice with a song we should know by heart. 

 The whole of humanity, like David is flawed, but God is faithful, God is far greater 29

than our constructed systems, structures and institutions and we can’t rely purely 
on our own power to bring about change.  God has always chosen to work through 
fragile and flawed human beings, that’s each of us, and what we must do is receive 
the gift gently with an open hand and strive to bring about a world where humanity 
and creation can experience the wholeness of God and flourish and we’re to do this 
in the power of the Spirit and within the vision of the kingdom. We are called to be 
the people who call our leaders to account when we see injustice and harm, to 
speak words of peace to violence and to speak words of truth to the world and our 
community. We are to live lives and lead in a way that is; ‘like the light of 
morning,  like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the 
grassy land.’ In this way rather than the darkness of failure and brokenness we will 
begin to see the light of flourishing and wholeness. 

Prayer 

Sacred Love, you continue to work through each of us even though we are flawed 
and fragile. Send your Spirit to weave among us, touching our eyes to see afresh 
the vision of the kingdom and true kinship, may she touch our lips that we would 
speak only words of truth and love. In the name of the one we proclaim as king, 
amen


Hymn CH 172 Sing for God’s Glory  (Tune TiS 111) 

 Shoop in Feasting29
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Prayers for the People & Lord’s Prayer  

And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn Rejoice the Lord is King (TIS 216) 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Go out into the world,

With eyes wide open to injustices,

Let our lips speak only words of truth and love,

Let us not fear being the prophetic voice,

Hold firm to the knowledge that God is faithful and with us.

 

May the blessing of God lead us forward into the vision of the Kingdom,

May the blessing of Jesus encourage us to speak words of peace and truth in the 
face of injustice and violence,

And may the blessing of the Holy Spirit, Sophia, grant us holy wisdom to live lives 
that reflect the kingdom on earth as in heaven. Amen


Shalom to You 

Shalom to you now, 
Shalom my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you,my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, 
Christ be your shalom.  

Postlude 
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