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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Take My Life (TiS 599 V 1, 2, 3 & 6) 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

Come together, gather in this place

Let us be prepared to open 

our hearts, our minds, our very self.

We gather together 
May the Spirit prepare us 

Come, let us unite as one community,

prepared to hear the stories of Jesus.

We are gathered as one community 
May the Spirit speak to us 

Come, let us join our voices together

sing songs of praise and offer our prayers.

We are gathered to worship God 
May the Spirit rest upon us. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Praise be to you, El Shaddai

We offer all thanks and praise to you,

for you are constant in our lives.

We give you thanks that Jesus the Christ

enters into our lives.

We thank you for calling us on this journey of discipleship

for the community of people that we have the privilege of

sharing the journey with.


But right there God, begins our confession

because we are a privileged people.

We offer thanks and praise for that privilege

but acknowledge that so often we do not recognise

what lurks behind it.


The abuse among the exploitative systems

the cries of pain at injustice

the cheap labour that yields misery

the hunger and the poverty

the inequality among gender

The continued hate speech against our LGBTIQ+ siblings,

the lack of health care for the poor

the lack of respect and dignity for all.


You are a God of justice, dignity, equality, peace,

You welcome all and above all you love.

In Jesus your promises are embodied.

Open our eyes to see, our ears to hear,

Send your Spirit to touch our lips with her wisdom

That we may speak out to expose the darkness.

May we dare to be full participants in the kingdom,

And be part of the new creation.

Amen
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Words of Assurance 

God offers, justice, dignity, equity, peace and love,

God offers grace that cannot be given on the cheap,

the grace offered is always offered in good measure.

there by the grace of God we go,

a forgiven, a loved and liberated people.

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology TiS 747  The Lord is my Light 

The Lord is my light,  
my light and salvation: 
In God I trust,  
in God I trust. 

 
Service of the Word 

 
Readings  

1st reading 1 Thess 5:1 - 11 
2nd reading  Matt 25:14 - 30 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem
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Message 

Todays parable is I think a fairly well known one, there are many ways it has been 
interpreted. It’s the sort of reading used as part of stewardship services, the 
reading that’s used to encourage us to use our gifts, because if we do God will 
bless us, but if we hide it, well doesn’t turn out too well does it. Now I am not going 
to use either of these more traditional interpretations, I know, such a shock, but I 
will, at this point, say that stewardship is of course an important part of our 
discipleship, it’s only from the generous giving of time, skill and money that we are 
able to provide the meal on a Saturday and it is only through continued generous 
giving that we will be able to expand our mission to become a church on the edge, 
and ultimately that we are able to gather as the body of Christ in this place. 


Anyhoo, there’s no escape from the fact that within the gospel of Matthew there’s a 
fairly strong emphasis on judgment and punishment,  today we have weeping and 1

wailing, gnashing teeth, a little less severe that Dante’s Divine Comedy scene, but 
nonetheless enough to fill us with fear and dread.


Hauerwas suggests that there is no other parable that has been misused more than 
this,  there are a number of difficulties, parables are risky. This is still a call to stay 2

alert and active as we wait for parousia, the return of Christ, yet it’s suggested that 
using; ‘commerce as an allegory for faithfulness,’ characterising the man, who on 
return becomes master, as harsh, begins to threaten the notions of divine justice 
and grace.  So, today let’s go on a journey through an alternative interpretation. 
3

I’ve spoken before about, hermeneutics, the lens through which we read the 
scriptures, and how often in parables we’re led to identify the elite character as 
God, this is after all been a traditional preaching practice. Now what if this parable 
is shaped by realities of living under the rule of the Roman Empire,  simply about 4

life in the 1st century and economics? V29 certainly highlights the names the reality 
of life for poor farmers.  One of the first things to do is glean some understanding 5

of the social and economic setting. This first century scene is set in a world 
organised on 3 levels, ‘household, city and kingdom.’   The household, not a 6

simple village household but one of the elite, was the; ‘most basic social, 
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economic, political and cultural unit,’ the members of these households where 
wealthy and powerful and needed assistance from staff, which would be organised 
hierarchically.  So the very fact that this man had staff was ‘a sign of [his] status 7

and power’  and these slaves are suggested to more probably be retainers, not the 8

bottom of the ladder kind of slave, because we’re not talking a coin, a talent is 
serious money. 
9

As we enter the account, we have a man going on a journey, possibly a business 
trip, Zoom meetings not available. He gives to each of the slaves according to their 
ability, the first 5, the second 2, the third 1,  beyond the wealth distribution no 10

further instructions are given nor agreement made. The first and second ‘went off at 
once’ each of them doubling their talents. Again ancient laws are at play, according 
to Derret under the laws of Hammurabi, the minimum profit margin was 100%,  11

these laws are a well preserved collection of Babylonian laws.   These two knew 12

the system, secure the initial investment, double it and then they can make a bit on 
the side for themselves.  The master is well pleased and declares them good and 13

trustworthy. 
14

The third, he buried his talent, a common practice for protecting valuables.  He 15

approaches the master, there’s no profit, you might think he’d employ a bit of 
flattery but no he simply tells it as it is, not only telling him he’s harsh but basically 
declaring him ‘unethical and unjust.’  Obviously the master isn’t very happy, he 16

isn’t denying what’s been said, but he’s certainly not happy, and so he rebukes the 
slave, declaring him to be “wicked and lazy”  throwing him out into “the outer 17

darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
18
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If we really want to stick with the idea that the master is God, in the words of Ched 
Myers, we need to do some ‘spiritualizing gymnastics to rescue the story from its 
own depressing conclusion that haves will always triumph over the have-nots.’  19

Rev. Ernesto Cardenal, one of Latin America’s most admired poets and priests, 
wrote the Gospel in Solentiname, he suggests that perhaps the most interesting 
interpretation comes from the peasants of Solentiname, as their instincts tell them 
that this master is an exploitative capitalist.  The peasants, unlike us, read this 20

through the lens of the poor.


The 1st Century economic system, the system that enabled the elite to be elite was 
indeed exploitative and the first two slaves in this account basically commit to 
participate in this system. The third slave, on the other hand, refuses, he returns to 
the master the talent that is rightly his, but in burying the talent he removes it from 
circulation, where it is unable to be used to exploit or dispossess.  He has 21

removed himself from the system and exposes the master and that comes at a 
great cost. Hergoz suggests that this parable illustrates the “vulnerability of a 
whistleblower.”


We may find it hard to shift our thinking from the traditional lens, but when we turn 
this parable upside down, it’s the third slave who becomes the hero, he’s afraid, he 
becomes vulnerable and pays an enormous price, for speaking truth into power, 
the reality is, that’s exactly the story of Jesus. 
22

Fear is a terrible thing, it can be paralysing, yet this slave didn’t allow his fear to get 
in the way of speaking truth and as disciples we are called to be whistleblowers, to 
speak truth into power, to be the prophetic voice, to stand against injustice and 
break cycles of oppression. On the eve of his assassination Martin Luther King, Jr., 
delivered his address “I’ve been to the mountaintop.’ Reading his work, I must 
confess, my miserable Christianity almost slipped, I almost wanted to shout 
allelujah brother! Anyhoo, this address highlights that for years there’d been talk of 
war and peace, he declared ‘no longer can they just talk about it. It is no longer a 
choice between violence and nonviolence in this world; it's nonviolence or 
nonexistence.’  He speaks of the human rights revolution, the first Black Lives 23

Matter movement, and says that, ‘if something isn't done and done in a hurry to 
bring the colored peoples of the world out of their long years of poverty; their long 
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years of hurt and neglect, the whole world is doomed.’    He calls for boycotts on 24

companies because of unfair practices, right there the continuation of the fair trade, 
anti-slavery  movement. He declared, ‘I just want to do God's will,’ ‘I've seen the 
Promised Land,’ ‘I'm not fearing any man.’ 
25

Tomorrow is the international day of tolerance, I prefer to think about acceptance. 
It’s a day that for me, I consider what will I accept, indeed in my silence and 
inaction what am I accepting? As disciples of Jesus we must ask these questions, 
we must identify what it is we fear, what prevents us from speaking truth into 
power? In the gospel of Matthew, judgement is reserved for those ‘who fail to do 
justice, who rely on position and power to save them, and neglect or exploit the 
marginalized and vulnerable.’  We are called to do God’s will, dare we go to the 26

mountaintop and see the promised land, the kingdom of God, the kingdom that is 
dependant upon the restoration of justice and peace? The kingdom that is built on 
a foundation of love? Because if we dare go there, and we get a glimpse of what 
that looks like, perhaps we will fear no one and speak out, we will become the 
whistleblowers. I’ll conclude with words from Dr Suess’s The Lorax “unless 
someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it’s not.” 
27

Prayer 

God of Love, this discipleship stuff is hard, send your Spirit, Sophia upon your 
people. Let us speak words of wisdom into the world, let us speak truth to power, 
let us be light that exposes darkness, let us be disciples, a people of love, in the 
name of Christ, Amen,


Hymn: Inspired by Love and Anger (TiS 674) 1, 2, 4 and 5  

Membership Service 

Prayers of the People  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer; 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, 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on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.  

Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: For all the Saints TiS 455 V 1,4,7 & 8 

Words of Mission & Blessing   

Let us go out into the world,

Let us do so fearlessly and faithfully.

Let us dare to go to the mountaintop,

Let us be inspired by love;

	 to speak truth,

	 to work for justice and peace,

	 to continue the work of Jesus on earth.


May the blessing of God rest upon us

May the blessing of Christ grant us the freedom to take courage,

And may the blessing of Holy Spirit be the dance of life connecting and inspiring us 
to speak truth, to call for justice and peace, and to be the presence of love in the 
world. 


Recession:  Shalom to You  

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Feasting on the Gospels, Matthew Vol 2 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
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Johnson

Matthew - Stanley Hauerwas

Preaching the Word - sojo.net

Lifting the Burden: Reading Matthew in the Church Today - Brendan Byrne

Matthew - Douglas R.A. Hare

Jesus, A Revolutionary Biography - John Dominic Crossan

The Gospel of Matthew - Daniel Harrington

The Lorax - Dr Suess

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/ive-been-mountaintop-
address-delivered-bishop-charles-mason-temple
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