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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Morning has Broken TiS 156 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 
 

What does the Lord require of us?

To love mercy, to do justice,

To walk humbly with our God.

 

What does the Lord require of us?

To support the widow and the orphan,

The poor and the vulnerable,

The victims of injustice and greed.

 

What does the Lord require of us?

To care for the hungry, the naked,

Prisoners, the homeless, the refugee

And those who seek protection.

 

What does the Lord require of us?

To be open to the breadth of God’s embrace

To bring peace and well-being to all. 
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In spirit and in truth,

We worship the Lord our God.

 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that is in 
them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 
 

Blessed be you Sacred Mystery

As the sun rises each day we are granted a new beginning,

New possibilities.

We praise you for the beauty and diversity of creation,

Giving thanks for the mystery within.


As the sun rises casting shadows upon the land,

So the light of your goodness and grace reveals the shadows within our hearts and our 
world.

So hear the confessions of your people, O God.


We don’t always give thanks, we forget,

The privilege that we are afforded.

We forget that for some, 

the very place in which they are born 

will determine whether they live or die.


We see costs rising, we complain, 

but not at the rising of the profits, 

just that we have to pay more, 
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we forget that for some the rise will mean going without.


We so often sit back and watch the landscape change,

Highrises emerge from the ground, spawning new suburbs appear.

So why do we not speak out,

As the homeless continue to dwell on the street,

And those escaping family violence have nowhere to retreat.


We’ve lost sight of the call to discipleship,

We don’t like it when we feel uncomfortable,

When our place in the world is disturbed.


God forgive us,

Open our ears and our eyes to the message of the kingdom,

Open our hearts and flood them with compassion,

Remove excuses from our lips,

Send your Spirit to fill us with love,

Because you are Love,

You are with us,

Replace our despair with hope once more.

In the name of Christ we pray, Amen


Words of Assurance

 

Christ is the one that calls us to be people of the Way, in him we are forgiven and set 
free to be people of the Way. Embrace the gift of forgiveness and let us know ourselves 
as the free and loved people of God.

Thanks be to God.

 

Doxology: Gloria, Gloria (TiS 773) 
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Service of the Word 

Readings  
 

1st reading Philippians 1:21 - 30 

2nd reading Matthew 20:1-16 
This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message

 

Another Sunday and another parable! For the kingdom of heaven is like…  Now I think 
you know how this is going to roll, purely traditional interpretations would just make my 
life too simple and provide you with something you’re probably familiar with, and I hope 
I can bring something new to you. So here we go.


First of all some context and location of the text, this parable is found only in Matthew.  1

It comes after the account of the Rich Young Man who wants to know what good deed 
he must do to have eternal life, well, he’s not too happy with the reality of the cost of 
discipleship.  That pericope concludes with ‘But many who are first will be last, and the 2

last will be first.’  Now the parable today ends with another, reversed version of this 3

conclusion, ‘So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’  This brings us to the first 
interesting point, the ending of this parable is contested by a number of scholars,  you 4

might think, what difference does it make? Well, the reality is that it all influences how 
we read and hear this parable, remember open ended, open to interpretation and the 
pull to theological allegory - but language will and does influence us. Within this 
parable there are multiple characters, settings and elements, yet it’s simply titled ‘The 
Labourers in the Vineyard,’ the title itself drawing us into a particular focus and perhaps 
masking a broader picture. 
5

Hunsberger in Feasting on the Gospels1

 Matthew 19:212

 Matthew 19:303

 Crossan, Scott, Levine4

 Levine5
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The traditional interpretation is influenced by the title. The vineyard, in Hebrew 
Scripture readings was a metaphor for Israel  then linked to the church as Israel’s 6

successor.  The landowner, οικοδεσπóτη (oikodespote) which more accurately 7

translates to house master, becomes a God figure - this influenced further in verse 8 
when he is referred to as κύριος του αμπελωνος (kyrios tou ampelonos - lord of the 
vineyard). Anyhoo, once influenced by this what follows is that the ‘usual daily wage,’ 
generally understood to be a denarius,  becomes a metaphor for salvation.  Then the 8 9

first hired workers are understood to be Jewish and perhaps defiant Jews, maybe even 
Pharisees who sought to be judged by their work,  this fitting very well with their 10

grumbling. Then the last workers, well they were understood to be Gentiles, recent 
converts or even tax collectors.  The result is we’re presented with a God who is 11

generous and has compassion. The grumbling becomes symbolic of an argument of 
legalism ‘v’ grace, the parable becomes about correction, salvation, those expecting it 
will be last. Those least expected, the last hired, well they are ‘brought into the full 
assurance of God’s forgiveness.’  Overall it’s suggesting that God’s grace and justice 12

is beyond our understanding.


Now another option for you, enter once more into the social world of Matthew, we have 
shame/honour cultural codes, landowners were generally from the elite class, this 
landowner had a manager so this highlights that he is a man of wealth.  The wealth 13

was often obtained through exploitation and foreclosing on loans often leading to 
hostile takeovers of peasant farms  and so the landowner is no longer a God figure 14

but a tyrant, keeping labourers in a weak position.  Day labourers are understood to 15

be among the class of the poor, while the first workers agree on the usual wage they’re 

 Is 5:1-7, Jer 12:106

 Herzog7

 Jimênez in Feasting on the Gospels8

 Herzog9

 Levine10

 Levine11

 Levine12

 Herzog13

 Herzog14

 Levine15
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believed to have little or no bargaining power, the last are simply told, ‘go into the 
vineyard. The last hired are described αργοι (argoi) translated as idle, yet the greek 
more accurately means inactive.  They’re understood to be less desirable for hire and 
among the expendable class. 
16

The grumbling then becomes a worker calling for what he is owed, in the landowner 
addressing him as friend, in any instance, we need to understand that the term is not a 
friendly one, but more condescending in tone.  The landowner goes on to declare his 17

self proclaimed virtue of generosity. The first hired has been shamed, even the act of 
being paid last would have been humiliating.  This account becomes the meeting of 
two social classes, the exploitation of the poor, with the suggestion that Jesus is being 
sarcastic suggesting the kingdom is more of the same old oppression.


Hopefully you’re still with me? Thing is that when allegory enters, the real world leaves 
the scene.  In the real world poverty and unemployment was and is an issue. Poverty 18

is without a doubt ‘an evil and scandalous condition,’  it destroys families, individuals, 19

communities and nations. Poverty is a denial of love and is incompatible with the 
Kingdom and economy of God.  Parables are open to interpretation but their purpose 20

is always to challenge, to surprise, to make us think. So if we simply celebrate the 
generosity of God, is there really any surprise? If we read about the exploitation of the 
poor, we know it’s a reality, again no surprise.  The general outcome of a parable is 
untypical and that is what makes them memorable.  I’m not suggesting we completely 21

dismiss either of the interpretations, they speak into particular situations, but I am 
going to challenge each of us to consider this parable in light of our current context. 
We are in the middle of a pandemic and a recession so what if this parable is about 
economics with a focus on ‘love of neighbour?’ 
22

In this light the parable highlights not that those who have more or have done more get 
more, but that all have enough. Maybe the question’s we are forced to ask perhaps 

 Herzog16

 Herzog & Levine17

 Levine18

 Gutierrez19

 Gutierrez20

 Hultren21

 Levine22

  6



Matthew 20:1 - 16 - The Workers in the Vineyard 
Rev. Susan Pickering

need to be, ‘do people have enough food?’ ‘Do people have shelter for the night?’ 
Poverty and living life on the margins leaves people degraded and stripped of dignity.  23

Maybe the landowner is not a God figure, but a role model for the rich, for employers to 
continue to call and continue to pay what is right, supporting labourers. Philo of 
Alexandria circa 30 BCE said; ‘Equality is the mentor of justice. Justice is the offspring 
of Equality - in this light the point of this parable is practical and it’s edgy and calls us 
to a great challenge. It calls us to look at economics, it calls us to act as God acts. We 
are in the middle of a pandemic that is hitting hard, unemployment is rising and as a 
consequence, poverty will also rise. People need a living wage, not a hand out, yet 
profiting, producing and consuming have been elevated to idols.  I for one boycott self 24

serve tills, once a job for students or people needing a part-time job now pretty much 
gone, profits continue to increase, employment levels fall.


When we define best interest, we need to do so in the interest of the poor.  25

Deuteronomy 15:11 says; ‘Since there will never cease to be some in need on the 
earth, I therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in 
your land.’ Jesus says; ‘You always have the poor with you, but you do not always 
have me.’  These are not opportunities to ignore, but to act. This parable is about 26

equality, its about liberation as the day labourers are provided an opportunity to work, 
to provide and to restore their dignity. This parable is about responsibility of employers, 
liberation from profit, directing their resources and focus to those who need work. This 
parable is an example of the Kingdom and economy of God, all are equal, all will be 
provided for with what they need not necessarily what they expect! God has a 
preference for the poor but also calls for the wealthy to be responsible. 
27

Prayer 

Liberating God, we are constantly challenged and disturbed by the kingdom 
movement. We are reminded of the challenges of discipleship and like the rich man 
sometimes we think it would be easier to walk away. God send your Spirit to 

 Gutierrez23

 Waskow in Preaching the Word on sojo.net24

 Fiorenza25

 John 12:826

 Neyrey27
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strengthen us, to remind us that we do not face the challenges alone, nor do we travel 
alone. Let us give thanks for the call to discipleship and not fear the challenges. Amen


Hymn: Liberator Lord 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Joyful, Joyful TiS 152 

Words of Mission & Blessing 
 

Let us leave this place,

Holding firm to the call to be people of the way.

We are called to listen for the voices of those who suffer,

Of those who seek freedom,

We are called love mercy, act justly and walk humbly with God.

 

May the blessing of God, guide our feet upon the pathway of justice and truth,

May the blessing of Christ, fill our hearts with compassion,

May the blessing of the Holy Spirit continue to comfort and disturb us, as we continue 
to work for the kingdom on earth as in heaven.

  

Shalom to You Now 

Postlude 
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