
Matthew 25:31 - 46 Judgement of the Nations
Rev. Susan Pickering

Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn TiS 53 Come sing Praises 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

We gather in the safety of this place

We gather to worship God 

We gather to recall the reign of Christ,

his radical life and radical love,

the one who comes in the name of the Lord,

to establish peace and justice

with integrity and with mercy.

We gather to recall the reign of Christ, 
let us worship God, whose kingdom Christ proclaims. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 
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Introit Loving Shepherd of thy Sheep by Philip Ledger


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Blessed be you Holy One

We come into your presence,

Giving thanks for the reign of Christ,

who modelled a way of being in the world, 

prepared to be vulnerable,

prepared to walk with the poor and marginalised.


As we commit ourselves to follow int he footsteps of Jesus,

to live lives as people of Easter faith,

we confess that it’s much easier to stay in our comfortable way of being,

and so, in the frailty of our humanity we fall short of living the life to which we are 
called.


We confess to you the darkness of a broken world.

Violence continues to break out in the world,

It’s a response that has just being,

The cycle continues, we call it defence,

We find it so hard to imagine how the world can begin to respond non-violently.


The discourse that perpetuates hate,

division, disharmony and disunity,

Continues, it gets called a difference of opinion,

But if it harms, surely that’s not right?


We forget, that your are present in all and through all,

And so we forget that when we fail to serve the other,

We fail to serve you.


We are on the edge of Advent, 

heading towards the Christmas celebrations,

We are so easily distracted by the tinsel and the consumerism.


Forgive us God,

Let us dare to take the freedom offered

Let us take courage to live the lives we are called to live,

Send your Spirit upon us,

May she kindle within us a new desire

to seek what it means to be the Body of Christ 
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in this place at this time.

In Christ we pray,

Amen


Words of Assurance 

The kingdom of God has begun, that kingdom offers forgiveness, freedom and 
acceptance. The risen Christ offers life beyond life, let us know ourselves as 
forgiven, loved and free people.

Thanks be to God 

Doxology TiS 747  The Lord is my Light 

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading Ez 34:11 - 16; 20 - 24 
2nd reading Matt 25:31 - 46 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem King of all ages, throned on high by Paul Isom 
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Message 

Well here we are at the end of the liturgical year and on the edge of Advent. What a 
year it’s been! We finish the liturgical year with the Sunday that recognises Christ 
the King or The Reign of Christ and our Gospel reading today draws the teachings 
of Jesus to a close with ‘an impressive reference to the practice of Love with in a 
presentation of the last judgement.’ 
1

I’ve heard todays passage preached on a number of occasions, with the focus 
being on the separation, the outcome becomes divisive with the idea that 
Christians are the sheep and non-Christians the goats. It’s been used to incite fear, 
leaving people questioning, “am I a sheep or a goat, am I saved?”  So this is the 
first thing we’ll look at. 


Jesus was a Jew, his disciples became people of the way. The Greek of v32 is 
‘παντα τα εθνη’  (panta ta ethne) it’s literally translated as, “all nations” however, 2

there are a number of times in Matthew that this phrase has been used and 
translated to refer to the Gentiles  and so we see the how tricky translation and 3

interpretation becomes. That said if we want to take the translation to be ‘Gentiles’ 
we need to remember that includes anyone outside of Judaism.


I’m going to look at this from the ‘all nations perspective’ and suggest that it’s not 
about inciting fear. So the question ‘am I a sheep or a goat, am I saved,’ apart from 
missing the point, to which I’ll get to, does nothing more that lead us down the 
path of fear, fear of eternal punishment, imagery of hell comes flooding in, our 
focus is lost. Look, fear is generally used as a way of dominating and controlling 
people, it causes us to fixate on what we’ve done, not done, can’t do,  and 4

ultimately as I mentioned last week all fear does is paralyse us.


It’s become more common in our faith tradition for the idea of Heaven to be 
associated with the afterlife, the opposite abode being Hell and for some there’s an 
in-between of purgatory.  This is not a thing in the bible, when Jesus refers to the 5

Kingdom of Heaven he’s talking of the in-breaking of God’s rule into the earthly 
realm.  The kingdom of heaven has begun on earth.
6
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What we need to consider, today of all days, is what it means for Jesus, the Christ, 
to be King, what is the Reign of Christ?  The term King, for many, musters up 
images of elaborate regalia, complete with golden crown, reigning from up high. 
Jesus was not a king with corgi’s, he ended up stripped naked, nailed to a cross 
and his crown was one of thorns. The very fact that he was referred to as Lord, was 
dangerous, because it inferred that the Roman emperor was not the great authority 
over human lives. To proclaim Christ as king is about committing, absolutely to the 
way of life that he lived and calls us to live, as we continue through the passage 
what that looks like becomes pretty clear.  Jesus identified the practices and then 
declares; ‘just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me,”   followed with; “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to 7

one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”   Then it’s almost as if they 8

thought Jesus was some sort of a mystery shopper, wondering why he didn’t wear 
his name badge as they ask, “Lord, when was it…”   It's significant that in this we 9

hear that both the righteous and unrighteous have not realised the who, the main 
difference between the two is that the followers of Jesus had ‘no excuse to avoid 
the least.’ 
10

Within this passage there is absolutely no reference to belief or doctrine,  this is 11

about a way of life. We are again pointed back to the greatest commandment and 
the second which is like it, pointed back to the sermon on the mount. The love of 
God and neighbour is inseparable and compassion and love are at the heart. This 
is the reminder, very particularly for us in the 21st Century, that this is the journey 
from head to heart.


To quote the Dalai Lama; “love and compassion bring the greatest happiness … 
our nature cherishes them above all else. The need for love lies at the very 
foundation of human existence.”  Our practice of compassion is something we 12

ought not compromise.  As disciples of Jesus we’re called to live the way he lived, 13

and in this we are called to see as God sees, to begin to see Jesus the Christ in the 
face of our neighbour.   In this passage Jesus identifies himself with “the least of 14
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these, the poor, hungry, naked, the prisoner, the bottom line of this passage is quite 
clear, our acts of kindness, compassion and love or neglect of are directed at him, 
basically to be in solidarity with the least is to be in solidarity with God.  
15

I remember one time in India, there was a man sat begging at the entrance of a 
large shopping centre, I was in the car heading to the women’s centre where I 
spent time working, the car had tinted windows and we were about four lanes in, 
and so on this road it meant about eight lanes in. The man was waving and smiling, 
it seemed to be aimed at me, and then I thought don’t be so ridiculous, he wouldn’t 
be able to see me. Then Alan said to me, he’s waving at you, so I smiled and 
waved, his wave becoming much more gestured. This haunted me that day 
because all I thought of was this passage, my inability to do anything practical, it 
took me a while before I realised that I did at that time all I could, I engaged with 
this mans humanity, I respected his worth and his dignity, it’s a day I’ll never forget.


In case you haven’t noticed justice is something I’m very passionate about, and in 
the words of Noel Preston; ‘love points to social justice … love in the Jesus way 
extends our responsibility.’ This parable ‘is about practicing justice as we live in the 
not-yet-fully present kingdom of God.’  The reality is I’m a sheep and a goat. I look 16

at the community that we live in and I see men kept in a hotel at Kangaroo Point, 
their crime, seeking asylum, I speak and sit with people who are homeless or find 
themselves on hard times, with women who have been subject to terrible violence, 
I get tired, I loose hope and then I recall the stories that I’ve heard, the hope and 
the faith that one day… this is the moment I’m reminded that being people of 
Easter faith isn’t all warm and fuzzy, discipleship isn’t easy, we must speak truth 
and we must work and call for justice, because that’s the Jesus way. Martin Luther 
King Jnr has featured for the last couple of weeks, so why not again, I turn to his 
lecture delivered at the University of Oslo where he said; “No individual or nation 
can be great if it does not have a concern for "the least of these." 
17

Reality is that it is much more than proclaiming Jesus as Lord and saviour, 
proclaiming the reign of Christ is to accept the radical freedom that we’re offered to 
enable us to Love God and love neighbour, to embrace the radical teachings of the 
Sermon on the Mount, to take the journey from head to heart respecting the full 
humanity, dignity and worth of the least, being open to be a people shaped by the 
life Jesus lived, a life of speaking truth to power, a life of love and compassion. It 
really is as simple and complex as that.
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Prayer 

Holy One, simple and complex says it all, send your Spirit upon us, may we take 
the courage to fearlessly embrace the radical freedom we are given to live lives of 
compassion and love. May the still small voice of Sophia whisper to us when we 
look at our neighbour, ‘here is Jesus.’ Amen


Hymn:  May the God of Hope CH 256 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer; 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.  

Peace 
 
Sending Forth the People of God  

Hymn: TiS 246 Christ the World’s light 

Words of Mission & Blessing   

Let us go from this place into the world

open to the reality of the world in which we live,

prepared to meet Christ along the way

in the people that we meet.

May we be available to be a safe place when needed 

Open to being guided by the Spirit in our

words and actions.


God bless each of us, with the power of love.

Christ bless us, with desire for justice

And the Spirit bless us, with a deep yearning to see the world transformed.
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Recession:  Shalom to You  

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Greek New Testament 4th Edition

Feasting on the Gospels, Matthew Vol 2 - Ed. Cynthia A. Jarvis & E. Elizabeth 
Johnson

Matthew - Stanley Hauerwas

Preaching the Word - sojo.net

The New Testament with Imagination - William Loader

Studies in Matthew - Ulrich Luz

Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 
Church -  N.T. Wright

Speaking Christian - Marcus J Borg

Christi-anarchy - Dave Andrews

Walking with the Poor - Bryant L. Myers
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