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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Sign a New Song TiS 166 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

We dream an ancient dream...

That humanity would live in peace. 

We pray an old, old prayer...  
Of peace and love. 

We join together to proclaim the vision... 
That we are a pilgrim people on the way 
Called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 
And walk the way of Christ. 
Gathered together let us worship God 

who makes us one in community.

We are gathered, 
Let us worship God who makes us one. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Holy God,

On this Fathers Day 

We begin by praying particularly for fathers;

Fathers present, absent, loving, cruel, fathers who have died.

we each bring our own stories and experience,

Where the stories are of joy and love we give thanks,

Where the stories are of hurt and pain we ask for healing.


We have entered into Spring,

A new season of hope and restoration,

And so in the longing for restoration we bring our confessions to you.


Forgive us for the moments we forget the gift of life in every breath

the times we forget the the gift of family and community,

whatever shape that may take.


Forgive us when we fail to hear and understand

the cries of those condemned for their because of difference,

For the times we say we listen and proceed with ‘but…’


Forgive us, when we avoid and ignore

the hurt of the world and the needs of others,

for our withdrawing into self.


Hear our prayers, O God,

Send your Holy Spirit to restore us to new life,

To grant us with the desire to work for a life of justice and peace,

May she grant us with the strength to break down barriers that divide,

And to be open to truth.

In Christ we pray.  

AMEN
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Words of Assurance 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting our trespasses 
against us, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.

Let us live a life of reconciliation, knowing we are reconciled with God, and 
accepting that we are forgiven, loved and free.

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology: Gloria, Gloria TiS 773 

Service of the Word 

Readings  
 

1st reading Romans 13:8 - 14 
2nd Reading Matthew 18:15 - 20  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message 

Our readings today when read on face value make living a life of peace without 
conflict look so super easy. In Romans we’re told love one another, love your 
neighbour as yourself, the commandments are summed up and then the 
eschatological feel of verses 11 - 14 really sounds like a call to hurry up and sort 
yourselves.


Then we have the gospel reading and what seems to be a very simple formula for 
resolving or at least dealing with conflict within community, speak one on one, if 
that doesn’t work take one or two others and if that still doesn’t work let them be 
as a gentile and tax collector.


Just a quick note about broader context, if we read the beginning and end of 
Matthew Ch 17 we can see that todays reading is set in the context of public 
dispute, the issue being temple tax and more generally the authority of the “kings 
of the earth.” Well, likewise, Paul’s broader concern is taxes and revenues that 
were demanded by Rome - lock that away for the moment.
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In Romans Paul manages to mention the word love no less than 5 times within 3 
verses. In the Greek there are 4 words for love, the word used by Paul is αγαπη 
(agape) the unconditional ‘God’ Love, these verses are the ‘final instruction on 
αγαπη (agape) rounding off what began in Ch 12:9.  The whole of Chapters 12 and 1

13 are for the benefit of the ‘Christ movement in Rome,’ they’re a guide to the 
identity characteristics that the followers need to hold on to and manifest. 
2

The Gospel reading, while it might appear as a simple formula and opportunity to 
banish people - I’ve seen it used for exactly that - this passage is actually about 
restoration and reconciliation, it presents us with an alternative to the dominant 
criminal justice system,  one that favoured those with power and wealth  of the first 3 4

century C.E. and beyond.   We’re being introduced to a system of non-violent 5

peacemaking. Often peacemaking and peacekeeping are confused. As people of 
Easter faith we’re often tempted to aim for ‘nice’ which leads us to the path of 
peacekeeping, yet peacekeeping is vastly different to peacemaking. 


Peacemaking doesn’t occur by avoiding conflict, quite the opposite, it addresses 
the conflict, peacemakers must sometimes first be peace disturbers, the reality is 
that there is a need to enter a space where we would rather not tread. Jesus, in this 
passage, is establishing an alternative governance, one that reflects his life and 
teachings which consisted of non-violence, endurance without retaliation, restoring 
the lost sheep to the fold, to be the prophetic voice of truth, to love neighbours and 
more challengingly to love enemies.


Jesus’ approach is one that calls people to avoid coming up with hasty 
conclusions, it’s an approach that seeks to heal rather than punish, he’s expressing 
that when implemented well this process is empowering and is ultimately for the 
purpose of restoration, not retribution. This approach displays ‘a very human 
process that attempts to avoid embarrassing people’ looking for a way to rebuke in 
the most gentlest of ways.  
6

We’re all human and the reality is that conflict, brokenness, violence and 
indifference are all part and parcel of our messy human existence. It’s often much 
easier to engage in hurtful words and actions, ‘to admit, justify and attack all in one 

 Esler1

 Esler2

 Myers & Enns3

 Dykstra in Preaching the Word on sojo.net4

 Myers & Enns5

 Roth in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 6
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breath.’  Conflict is often seen as an opportunity to get our own back, to seek 7

revenge, it has the potential to destroy individuals, communities and on the grander 
scale nations yet Jesus is saying no, that’s not the way.


When Jesus says; ‘if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 
one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector’ it’s quite easy to hear exclusion and 
punishment. Reality is we have to remember that Jesus is accused of being friend 
to tax collectors and sinners, he took time to sit and eat with them. The exclusion 
becomes a sacred space, an opportunity to reflect, to re-establish relationships,  to 
reach out, to hear the good news anew.  The exclusion space in the reconciliation 
process is a time of discovery. Reconciliation doesn’t always mean a return to 
community, but a moving on.


We are presented with the upside down kingdom, with restoration and 
reconciliation being action, praxis and movement.  Reconciliation is not merely 8

negotiated compromise, it goes far beyond that. When we speak of reconciliation, 
how it is understood or viewed will be dependant upon; the who, the experience, 
the social location, the perception of past, the who is being addressed and the 
reason for speaking.  Grunchy goes on in his book to ask questions such as 9

‘whose reconciliation is at stake,’ what’s the purpose, whose terms, are we 
speaking from a position of power or weakness?  So many questions and it is at 10

this point we realise that the landscape of reconciliation is a complex landscape 
indeed.


Lets consider the call to reconcile with aboriginal people, so many people opposed 
to saying sorry, opposed to listening, so many refusing to engage and accept the 
past and the result is that conflict and unrest simmers under the surface, yet there 
can be no denial of the fact that the history is one of death and destruction. A more 
positive example of reconciliation is the work of South Africa’s ‘truth and 
reconciliation commission’ at the end of Apartheid - in this the pain and destruction 
of the past had to be heard, the exclusion acknowledged and a willingness to move 
to embrace. Reconciliation never means going back, it’s always about moving 
forward.


 Volf7

 Grunchy8

 Grunchy9

 Grunchy10
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To take it back to the contexts of the readings. In Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount 
we heard; if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement;  11

if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also  - Jesus was always 12

teaching an alternative way of living. For Paul he wasn’t afraid of Rome killing or 
enacting violence upon Christians, quite the contrary, he was most afraid that 
Christians would respond violently or kill. The alternative life to which disciples 
were called, and to which we are called, requires new loyalties and allegiance - we 
cannot associate first with our culture of heritage or origin of birth, in responding to 
the call to discipleship we are first and foremost people of Easter Faith. We are 
called to live an alternative way, Paul was calling the people of the Christ 
movement to emphasise the difference between the peace of Rome and the Peace 
of Christ.  So too we must emphasise the difference between the peace of the 13

world and the peace of Christ. It is through Christ that we are reconciled with God 
and one another and that occurs only through love. And so I finish with this quote 
from Martin Luther King Jr.,  in Strength to Love.


‘Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.  We never 
get rid of an enemy by meeting hate with hate; we get rid of an enemy by getting 
rid of enmity.  By its very nature hate destroys and tears down; by its very nature, 

love creates and builds us.  Love transforms with redemptive power.”


Prayer 

God may we continue to be a community of love. Send your Spirit to weave among 
us, may we hear her as she reminds us, that in Christ we are reconciled to God, we 
are loved and called to the journey of discipleship. Amen


Hymn: We Sing a Love                         Tune TIS 161   

Prayers for the People: 

Sacrament of the Lords Supper 

 
Peace 

Communion Hymn: Jesus Calls us Here CH 510 

Communion 

 Matthew 5:2211

 Matthew 5:3912

 Borg & Crossan13

6



Matthew 18:15 - 20 Restoration and Reconciliation
Rev. Susan Pickering

Prayer after Communion


We give thanks O God for this meal,

as we prepare to leave this place

may we commit once more to try 

to see the world with your eyes

to share and celebrate all our gifts,

to work together for change,

to care for one another, your people and your earth. Amen


Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Great God, Your Spirit.                      TIS 416 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

God sends us out into the world -

not to build walls, but to dismantle barriers.

Not to load on chains, but to liberate the oppressed.

Not to close our doors, but to welcome the stranger.

Not to further fragment the body of Christ,

but to re-imagine it.


May the blessing of God build and strengthen community. 

May the blessing of Christ heal divisions within the body 

And may the blessing of the Holy Spirit weave among us to create a beautiful 
tapestry of life together touching our lips with words of hope and restoration.  

Shalom to You Now    TIS 778 

Postlude
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Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Preaching the Word - sojo.net

Conflict & Identity in Romans: The Social Setting of Paul’s Letter - Philip F. Esler

The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical Visionary behind the Church’s Conservative 
Icon - Marcus J Borg & Dominic Crossan

Exclusion & Embrace - Miroslav Volf

Reconciliation: Restoring Justice - John W. De Gruchy

Theology in Reconciliation - Thomas F. Torrance
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Justice and Peacemaking - Ched Myers & Elaine Enns
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