
Ex 3:1 - 15 The Burning Bush
Rev. Susan Pickering

Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Brother Sister 

Light the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

The field of mission

Is the holy ground of God 

We tread this way with awe

In the mystery of grace 

We gather to worship, to celebrate

The call of the Christ on our lives 

Gathered together

Let us worship God. 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 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Introit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Holy God, we give you thanks,

As we stand on the edge of Spring,

The season of birthing and new life,

The season of hope and renewal.


We celebrate the call to participate in your mission,

We we listen intently for the words  “Whom will I send?” 

For the words to awaken the desire within to say; “send us!”

And then when we do we scramble for excuses,

We make so many mistakes

in our ignorance,

in our arrogance,

in our dividedness,

even in our enthusiasm

and we wonder whether

we should stand in silence on this,

Your holy ground.

 

We have been saying so many things

for so many years, without much changing

and we wonder whether we should stand 

in silence, on this your holy ground.

 

We have been working so hard,

for so long with small energies and few resources

and, when others rush past us without speaking

as though they will carry the gospel

beyond us and without us,

we wonder whether we should stand

in silence, on this your holy ground

Closing our circle behind them.


God, Forgive us,

Send your Spirit to birth the season of Spring within us,

May our dreams for mission find a voice,

May the darkness and emptiness of winter be left behind,

May we receive with open hearts, the teachings you offer,

Release us from what prevents us from moving forward in hope and love.
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Free us O God, let us speak out and live out the call on our lives. 

AMEN

 

Words of Assurance 

Hear the word of God for us: I the Lord have called you in righteousness and will 
hold your hand. I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people. Behold, 
the former things have come to pass and new things I declare. Let us embrace 
Christ’s words of grace and claim our forgiveness and freedom.

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology: Praise God (TiS 768)  

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading Exodus 3:1 - 15 
2nd Reading Matthew 16:21 - 28 	 	 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 

Message 

Last week we heard of five gutsy women, two of whom literally aided in the birth of 
the Exodus narrative.  We’ve skipped the rest of chapter 2 to arrive at today’s 
reading. Even within the skipped verses we don’t get any information about Moses’ 
upbringing or what his life was like as a child. We are able to make some 
assumptions, based on the narrative so far, the main being, the fact that he was 
brought up by Pharaohs daughter would’ve delivered some perks and privileges. At 
the moment she raised him out of the basket she raised him out the oppression 
experienced by his own people. There’s no indication of how or when he became 
aware of the fact that he was a Hebrew, but somehow he identifies, and he does so 
by seeing and recognising the injustice that’s happening around him. Overall 
though we basically we go from Nile, to Murder, to Marriage, to Burning Bush and 
called by God.


The reading begins today with Moses leading his flock “beyond the wilderness” a 
statement that suggests something along the lines of the “deep of the forest”.  He 
arrives at Horeb – which apparently translates to mean heat or glowing and it’s here 
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he encounters the angel of the Lord in a flame of the burning bush, the appearance 
of fire symbolic, implying passion, purity, light and mystery. Moses looks and sees 
that the bush wasn’t consumed and so like most people would be, he’s curious and 
wants to check out this mystery, so he turns aside. It’s at this point we learn that 
this angel just happens to be God, who goes on to call Moses by name twice - the 
twice thing indicative of the calling of a prophet.


God declares, ‘Here I am,’ Moses is called to come closer and remove his sandals, 
he’s standing on Holy ground - In Ancient Near Eastern tradition removing footwear 
was a common form of respect, it also indicated the confirmation of a transaction,  1

it was symbolic of giving away ownership.

 

God, identifies Gods self with the patriarchs, so Moses hid his face.  God, 
continues, acknowledging the misery and the cries, the suffering and the 
oppression and declares; ‘I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, 
out of their hardship to a new land, but wait for it, God goes on to declare; ‘So 
come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt,’ 
bang, now God does promise to be with him, but I guess that’s not how Moses 
expected his day to roll! Anyhoo, Moses hardly falls over himself to jump at the 
opportunity to liberate a nation, indeed if you read chapter four we get the stream 
of excuses, but for now he just wants to know who he should say sent him, the 
reply, well the Hebrew is difficult to translate, but is identified and generally 
understood as “I am who I am” or I will be who I will be,” the Lord the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 


So how does this reading continue to speak to us, to challenge us and to inspire 
us? Well I guess the first thing I thought about is the fact that I preach in barefoot 
and saw this as an opportunity to share how I got here, barefoot I mean. Now, I 
confess that I was never really a barefoot kind of gal, but there was something for 
me about having the ground under my feet, the real sense of being grounded. I had 
developed no real theological basis for it, it just felt right. Some people have been 
very uncomfortable with it, and so I decided to explore my shift from doc wearing 
preacher to barefoot preacher, and it was this passage - remove your sandals for 
you are on holy ground - it was that simple, I’m stood on holy ground. How often 
do we stop and reflect on the fact that God created the earth and that each time 
we take a step it is upon the foundational land created by God? At creation when 
God created, God declared it good and gave humanity dominion over the whole of 
creation - dominion being pastoral care, not power over, and so of great 
importance is proper stewardship of and relationship with the land.  2

 Ruth 4:71
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For the people of Israel land was important, it was a gift from God and opened up 
possibilities. How land was used evidenced peoples faithfulness to God, indeed 
when we look at the year of Jubilee, God declares; ‘The land shall not be sold in 
perpetuity, for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants.’  The whole 3

purpose of Jubilee was the prevention of ‘gaps between money and power of the 
rich and the poor.’  Private enrichment was never the aim of God’s gift, but rather it 4

was to be used for the benefit of the community. If we think about the imagery of 
the bush not consumed and then consider that in general humanity tends to 
consume without limit, well then we only need to turn to Amos to see his critique 
on irresponsible land use.


So back to Holy Ground, this is the place where God is present, this is God’s 
dominion. As we stand on Holy ground, barefoot, we are to take time to recognise 
that what is beneath our feet is God’s gift. So as I stand here, barefoot, I am 
reminded that I stand in reverence upon holy ground. Holy ground and sacred 
space is not something we can build or buy because it is forever present. And so 
that leads me to this magnificent building that has been built and purchased. Every 
inch of ground upon which this building stands is holy ground and this is the 
beginning point of our mission field. It’s right to acknowledge as it’s the 5th 
anniversary of the meal, each Saturday when we open the doors and begin serving 
meals and providing essentials for the vulnerable in the city we are reminded that 
the holy ground of God flows down Creek Street. We respond with reverence to the 
guests, we recognise that there is something greater than self, something beyond 
our creation and control and our response must be one of servanthood.


The challenge to each of us is that if we want to follow in the footsteps of Christ, to 
live out our call to discipleship, to paraphrase the words of the gospel reading this 
morning, we need to be willing to lose ourselves in the vision and economy of 
God’s kingdom and be willing to lose our lives for it and take up the cross. These 
words are radical and a bit scary if we’re honest, but the reality is life as a disciple 
is just that.


It’s not easy to choose the way of servanthood, to step out as Moses did, as Christ 
did, for servanthood calls us to take risks, to be open to suffering, it’s to live lives of 
compassion and forgiveness, it’s to embody the radical foolishness that calls us to 
love our enemies, it’s a call to pursue justice and freedom for all. God calls us to 
discipleship, we stand on holy ground and our field of mission begins right here in 
this place. God promises to be with us, and  we like Moses, could and at times 
probably do, come up with a stream of excuses, the promise that God is with us 

 Lev 25:233
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just doesn’t cut it, and so we stand still and silent on Holy Ground, if we speak 
anything it’s along the lines ‘I couldn’t possibly do that, I don’t have the skill, the 
time, people won’t listen, etc, etc.’ If God was human I reckon God’s eyes would 
be sore from all the rolling that they do, because the reality is that the 
transformative power of the holy doesn’t wait for the perfect person to come along, 
we’re it, we are the ones God has called and God is with us.


Prayer 

Holy One, I Am, call us afresh, free us of excuses and may your holy fire light the 
direction to which we are called to go. With every step may the still small voice of 
your Spirit remind us that we tread upon holy ground. Bless out feet as we walk


Hymn:  Our God, You Called to Moses 
 

Prayers for the People:  

As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.


Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn: Lord of Earth and All Creation 

Words of Mission & Blessing 
 

Let us leave this place,

To walk the pathway to which we are called,

Let us be prepared to remove our sandals,

Acknowledging that the ground upon which we tread is holy ground.

Let us be open to and trust the call of God

Who calls us to discipleship, to take up our cross

And to work for justice, peace and love for all.
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The blessing of God be revealed to us on the pathway

The blessing of Christ greet us in all we meet

The blessing of the Holy Spirit guide our feet as we traverse the holy ground of 
mission.


Threefold Amen 

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

A History of Israel - John Bright

Wisdom in Israel - Gerhard Von Rad

Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch - Ed. T. Desmond Alexander & David 
W. Baker

Set Them Free: The Other Side of Exodus - Laurel A. Dykstra

Preaching the Word - sojo.net
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