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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices  

Centring Prayer  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn CH 195 Here to the House 

Light the Christ Candle  

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship  

We gather together to praise God,

Source of all love.

We have gathered, 
the people of God in this house of prayer, 
surrounded by God’s love. 

We gather together to praise God,

Source of all peace.

We have come with all our differences, 
seeking common ground,  
surrounded by God’s peace. 

Here, in this place,

we take time to worship together.

For when paths cross and pilgrims gather

there is much to share and celebrate.

We are the gathered people of God, 
Together let us join our voices and let us worship God. 

1



Ruth 3:1 - 5, 4:13 - 17 Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing-Floor & The Genealogy 
of David - Sunday 7th November 2021 

Rev. Susan Pickering

Acknowledgment of Country  

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 

As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, elders, past, present and 
emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

 
Introit


Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

All praise be to you Holy Love,

At creation your Spirit of life, brooded over the waters, 

Breathing life into the whole of creation.

In Jesus the Christ you entered into the messiness and struggles of humanity, 
bringing love, peace and justice for all.

At the dawning of creation you declared it good,

You entrusted humanity to care for all creatures,

The land, the sea and the sky.


In our quest for knowledge we betrayed your trust,

Leaving the beauty of your light to seek a way in the darkness.

With repentant hearts we bring our confessions and call for your forgiveness, love 
and freedom.


We confess that rather than caring with a gentle touch,

We trample hard on creation leaving footsteps of destruction.


We confess that we fail to include those we see as other,

We struggle with people who do not hold the same beliefs,

We find it easier to reject the poor, the refugee, the people who live on the margins, 
we fail to receive them with open arms.


We confess that we forget that we are your creatures created in your image and 
work tirelessly to gain privilege of creator rather than give glory to you.


The world still sees people displaced from their homeland, 
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People of colour continue to experience injustice,

The LGBTIQA+ community continues to face rejection,

And so we must confess the need for transformation of systems, structures and 
hearts.


Sacred Love, renew us, forgive us and set us free,

let us once more be the light that illuminates your truth and Word.

Empower us through your Spirit of love

to truly turn back to you.

In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen


Words of Assurance 

Let us hear and acknowledge the generosity of God, knowing ourselves as forgiven 
and free and then let us live as forgiven and free people until heaven and earth 
rejoice and the whole earth cries glory.


Thanks be to God. 

Doxology CH 809 Praise God  

Service of the Word 

 
Readings  

1st reading Ruth 3:1 - 5, 4:13 - 17 Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing-
Floor & The Genealogy of David  

2nd reading Mark 12:38 - 44 Jesus Denounces the Scribes &  
The Widow’s Offering  

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 
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Sermon 

We continue in the book of Ruth this week. Last week we were introduced to the 
tragedy of one family, the love of two women and Ruth’s deep commitment to her 
mother-in-law Naomi. I spoke of their refusal to accept their marginalised status, 
that, in context, was understood as befitting to them as widows in this patriarchal 
society. I highlighted that rather than being weakened by their mutual vulnerability 
they’re strengthened.


I also mentioned that the book of Ruth ought to be read in its entirety, and so in a 
bid to be faithful to this beautiful and gutsy text I’m going to provide some 
references to the large body of text that’s omitted. Chapter 1 ends with the 
widowed Naomi and Ruth arriving in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley 
harvest, the town is described as “stirred,” by their presence, Naomi declaring that 
she went away full and has returned empty.  
1

Chapter 2 begins by identifying the fact that Naomi did have a kinsman on her 
husbands side, that man was Boaz.  Set against the backdrop of the Barley harvest 2

Ruth heads out to the fields to glean. No one was going to offer these women food 
and so Ruth is engaging in the system of the day which entitled her to glean for 
food.   The field that Ruth enters just happens to be Boaz’s and it’s here that Ruth 3

first encounters Boaz.  There’s no question that Ruth is vulnerable, she’s a foreigner 4

and at risk  Boaz expresses his concern for Ruth and provides her with instructions 5

to keep her safe.  Boaz has recognised Ruth’s care and concern for Naomi and 6

blesses her suggesting that she came for refuge under the wings of the God of 
Israel.  Ruth here refers to herself as servant, the Hebrew is ׁשִפְחָה  (shiphchah)  7 8

which means maid or maidservant,  with this reference Ruth is identifying herself as 9

 NRSV Ruth 1:19-221

 NRSV Ruth 2:12

 Leviticus 19: 9-10; Deuteronomy 24: 19-223

 NRSV Ruth 2:2-84

 Hollyday in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 5

 NRSV Ruth 2:8-96

 NRSV Ruth 2:127

 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ruth/2-13.htm 8

 https://biblehub.com/hebrew/shifchatecha_8198.htm 9
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one at the bottom of the social ladder and not one considered as a potential 
candidate for marriage or concubinage. 
10

Ruth is then invited to stay and eat with the other reapers before returning to the 
fields to continue gleaning, where she remained until evening fell at which point she 
returned to Naomi and shared her day. Naomi then instructs Ruth that it’s better 
that she remains in this field with the young women, which she does until the end of 
the barley and wheat harvests.  
11

The end of the harvest season is the context as we enter into this morning’s 
reading. Naomi acknowledges that a more permanent arrangement is required to 
ensure that it ‘may be well.’ Naomi begins to reveal her plan for securing Ruth’s 
future, a plan that is both risky and dangerous. Naomi directs Ruth to; wash and 
anoint herself, put on her best clothes, which ever way we look at this Naomi is 
basically saying make yourself attractive. Ruth is then to go down to the threshing-
floor; not making herself known to Boaz until he’s finished eating and 
drinking.  Once he’s laid down Ruth is to go and uncover his feet and lie down; 12

she’s told that Boaz will tell her what to do, Ruth agrees to the plan.  
13

We do need to remove the romantic lens when we read this, Naomi is grooming 
Ruth, while the instructions given may not be explicitly sexual in nature they are 
suggestive.  To lie down is often used within the Hebrew Scriptures to imply sexual 14

intercourse  and the word for feet is understood as a euphemism for genitalia.  15 16

The notion of uncovering is also a term that’s used in relation to sexually illicit 
situations  The ‘threshing floor’ at night was a venue associated with sexual 17

infidelity  and referenced in relation to prostitution.  The bottom line is that this 18 19

 Longman III & Enns10

 NRSV Ruth 2:14- 2311

 NRSV Ruth 3:312

 NRSV Ruth 3:3-513

 Yamada in Feasting on the Word; Feet 14

 E.g. Genesis 19:34; 26:10; Exodus 22:16; Numbers 5:19; Deuteronomy 22:2315

 Burnette-Bletsch, Alcantara in Connections, Exodus 4:25;16

 Alacanta in Connections; Leviticus 18:16-1917

 Alcantara in Connections18

 Hosea 9:119
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can be read as a risky story of the plight of vulnerable and desperate women and 
survival sex.  Stand aside 50 shades of Grey!
20

Anyhoo, the plan continues to unfold in the omitted verses. Ruth follows Naomi’s 
instructions and events take a turn when Boaz is startled to find a woman laying at 
his “feet.”  He asks ‘Who are you?’  Ruth answers with ‘I am Ruth, your servant,’ 21 22

now here if we just go back a little, earlier Ruth refers to herself as servant with the 
term ׁשִפְחָה (shiphchah),  yet here the term she uses is אָמָה  (amah) which means 23 24

maid, or handmaid, the difference between maidservant and handmaid may appear 
subtle, however the difference is now that Ruth is identifying herself to be one who 
was an eligible candidate for marriage or concubinage to a free man.  Ruth 25

suggests that Boaz spread his cloak over her for he is next of kin,  again lost in 26

translation, the Hebrew is ּכָנָף  (kanaph) the same term that was used in 2:12 in 27

reference to wings and refuge. To cover with a cloak in the ancient Near East, was 
and in some places still is, a marriage custom, by placing a cloak over a woman the 
man symbolically secures his wife, the action indicating the man’s willingness to 
protect the woman along with a willingness to consummate the marriage.  
28

It’s here that Boaz reveals their is a nearer next of kin, with a promise to sort it out 
int he morning, inviting Ruth to lie down until the morning.  Two prominent laws are 29

at play here, first is Levirate Marriage which requires a living brother to marry his 
deceased brothers widow and provide a son by her.  The second is go'el which 30

requires a kinsman to buy back (redeem) a relative or his land.  Morning arrives 31

and Ruth is paid in Barley, before Boaz leaves for the city. 
32

 Gafney (2021)20

 NRSV Ruth 3:821

 NRSV Ruth 3:922

 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ruth/2-13.htm 23

 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ruth/3-9.htm 24

 Longman III & Enns25

 NRSV Ruth 3:926

 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ruth/3-9.htm 27

 Longman III & Enns; Ezekiel 16:828

 NRSV Ruth 3:1329

 Deuteronomy 25: 5-1030

 Leviticus 25:48–49; West31

 NRSV Ruth 3:1532
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We move in to Chapter 4 with Boaz heading for the gate, an important location and 
part of community life, it was a place where judicial, social, religious, business and 
political matters were discussed and resolved.  And in this account that’s exactly 33

what happens, the nearer kinsman is approached and while he may be interested in 
the property he is not interesting in producing an heir, leaving the pathway open for 
Boaz to take Ruth as his wife. 
34

Finally we arrive at our second portion of reading and finally we hear of the Lord’s 
intervention, Ruth conceived and bore a son.  The women of the town have an 35

interesting take on the event, Ruth’s love for Naomi is acknowledged, with this 
being the first time the word love is used, they make the outrageous claim that Ruth 
is more to Naomi than seven sons.  Naomi nurses the child and again we have a 36

peculiarity as the women of the neighbourhood name the child Obed,  this usually 37

the role of the parents.  This conclusion functioning as an introduction to the story 38

of David.

This whole story is set within a framework of cultural assumptions, that included the 
understanding that women had no identity apart from men,  ultimately they were 39

property to be bought and sold, passed on from father to husband  It’s within this 40

framework that we encounter two vulnerable and penniless widows, Ruth a 
foreigner. They arrive in Bethlehem, the worst case scenario for these women would 
be to choose between slavery, prostitution or destitution.  We’re taken outside of 41

the comfortable and placed in to the reality of many, risks need to be taken if they 
are to live and grow rather than languish and die. 
42

Ruth embraces the ideals of a culture into which she wasn’t born. In a courageous 
bid to survive she engages in risky behaviour and sits on the edge of morality and 

 Longmann III & Enns33

 Yamada in Feasting the Word34

 NRSV Ruth 4:1335

 West; NRSV Ruth 4:1536

 NRSV Ruth 4:1637

 Alcantara in connections38

 Rice in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 39

 Hollyday in Preaching the Word on sojo.net40

 Longmann III & Enns41

 Sinclair in Feasting on the Word42
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custom.  Ultimately Ruth finds inclusion in the covenant community and as she 43

does she deepens the story of God's habit of welcoming the stranger.  
44

I believe that this story calls us to consider how we treat and respond to people 
forced to engage in strategies and activities that sit on the edge of morality and 
custom? How do we find it within ourselves to respond with compassion and 
empathy rather than judgement and condemnation? In light of Ruth’s actions one 
question would be how would we receive sex workers? Would we take a moral high 
ground or listen to the story behind the choice?


In an ever growing world of xenophobia and ethnocentrism, how do we respond? 
Do we stand in solidarity and call for an end to injustice and discrimination? Are we 
able to step outside of the shadows of nationalism and become citizens of the 
kingdom of God where all are welcome?


Ultimately we are reminded that before all doctrine, theology and liturgical tradition, 
there were simply people finding profound richness in the most ordinary and 
unlikely places.  We’re reminded that inclusion and saving the life of the most 45

vulnerable promotes the prosperity of the whole community.  Ruth is a sign of the 46

good news, a sign in the ancient world that change was coming and had already 
begun. 
47

Prayer 

We listen to the ancient stories, we meet people in their struggles and celebrations. 
Holy One, send your Spirit upon us, may she grant us the wisdom to speak words 
of truth, may she fill our hearts so that our responses are always of love.  May we 
live as your free people striving for inclusion of all and challenging the dark corners 
of exclusion. Amen


Hymn CH 118 Womb of Life  

Prayers for the People  

 Tull in Connections43

 Shoop in Feasting on the Word44

 Sinclair in Feasting on the Word45

 Tull in Connections46

 Hollyday in Preaching the Word on sojo.net 47
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Sacrament of the Lords Supper 

 
Peace 

Communion Hymn TiS 693 Come as you Are 

Communion 

- Invitation 

- Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God be with you

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to God 

Let us give thanks to the God of love

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God... 

 
…Therefore, with our hearts lifted high,

we praise you with the faithful of every time and place,

Joining with the whole creation in the eternal hymn:


- Sanctus 

- Institution 

- Invocation & Lord’s Prayer 

…And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

9



Ruth 3:1 - 5, 4:13 - 17 Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing-Floor & The Genealogy 
of David - Sunday 7th November 2021 

Rev. Susan Pickering

- Breaking the Bread  

Prayer after Communion 

We give thanks once more to you, O God

In the sharing of this meal we are invited deeper into relationship with you.

We are nourished for the week that lies ahead.

We are assured of your presence.

Let us prepare to leave as a people of the way,

A people of peace and love.

Amen


Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn God Whose Giving Knows No Ending  

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place

Daring to take risks and initiative 

May we continue to be the presence of Christ in the world,

Responding with compassion, empathy and love. 


May the blessing of God who calls for justice, be the light in the darkness,

May the blessing of Jesus who worked for justice, inspire us to stand up and speak 
out.

And may the blessing of Sophia be our inner source of courage, urging us forward 
to be the disturbers of the comfortable as she weaves among us creating a rich 
human tapestry. Amen


Shalom to You 

Postlude 
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Sources 

Holy Bible: NRSV with Apocrypha/Deutrocanonical Books


The New Strongs Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible


Church Hymnary Full Music and Words (Music Book) (4th Edition)


Australian Hymn Book II Melody Line Ed Together in Song (Music Book)


Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 4: Season after Pentecost 2 (Propers 17 - 
Reign of Christ) - Eds. David L. Bartlett, Barbara Brown Taylor


Connections, Year B, Volume 3: Season After Pentecost - Joel B. Green, Thomas G. 
Long (Ed), Luke A. Powery (Ed), Cynthia L. Rigby  (Ed), Carolyn J. Sharp (Ed)


Dictionary of The Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry & Writings, Eds. Tremper 
Longman III & Peter Enns


The Queer Bible Commentary - Eds. Deryn Guest, Robert E. Goss Mona West, 
Thomas Bohache 


A Way into The Old Testament by C.R. Biggs & A.L.G. Catlin Studying the Old 
Testament by Rhonda Burnette-Bletsch 


Womanist Midrash: A Reintorduction to the Women of the Torah and the Throne by 
Wilda C. Gafney (2017) 


Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W by Wilda C Gafney (2021)  

Preaching the Word on sojo.net


https://biblehub.com/interlinear/
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