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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices  

Centring Prayer  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn TiS 47 Our God our help in ages past  

Light the Christ Candle  
 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship  

We are invited as we are,

With our joys and struggles

Our faith and fears

For God dwells among the people.

God will make a home among us 
And we shall be God’s people. 

As people of God we gather to worship

Knowing our lives are an indescribable gift

We gather to worship 
As a celebration of that gift 

Gathered together here, in this house of God,

Let us worship God

Amen 

Acknowledgment of Country  

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, elders, past, present and 
emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

Introit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession 

Sacred Mystery, Giver of Life

We enter into this time of prayer with hearts of gratitude.

As your people you call us into your presence,

You call us to the divine dance of life,

Sending your Spirit to take our hands and lead us.


At this moment she leads us gently into a time of confession,

This time not simply a recitation of our faults and wrongs, 

but an opportunity to receive your mercy and share in abundant grace. 


We confess that we fear what is different, finding it easier to lock the doors of our 
community than to receive those who don’t look like we look, love like we love, or 
vote the way we vote. 

Fear creates great chasms in our lives, deep valleys that separate us

From one another and from You.


We confess that we feel so frail and fragile, 

getting blown about by the latest crisis, 

by bad news, by our own short tempers and failings. 

We fail to recognise that you are our strength.


We confess that we have not lived out your call to share in abundant life and 
unconditional love. Our hearts so filled with fear of being rejected , our ego’s filled 
with our own agenda’s, the call to love you, neighbour and enemy becomes lip 
service.


We fall silent…


Sacred Mystery

Forgive us, set us free from all that keeps us in the darkness,

Send your Spirit upon us, 
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May she weave through your people in the dance of life,

Granting us the strength to take courage 

To enter into a more inclusive way of living, 

Extending love to all who we meet.

May we speak words of truth to injustice,

And live as people of the Way once more.


Words of Assurance 

God hears our sighs, and recognises our touch.

With compassion and care, God extends forgiveness, freedom and love to each of 
us. The Spirit whispers gently: ‘Your faith has made you whole; Go in peace, and be 
healed’.


Thanks be to God. 

Doxology CH 809 Praise God  

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading 1 Samuel 1:4-20 Samuel’s Birth and Dedication 
2nd reading Mark 13:1-8 The Destruction of the Temple 

Foretold 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem 
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Sermon 

Today we get to dip our toes into 1 Samuel, so I thought I’d begin by providing 
some, hopefully, interesting information about the setting and background of the 
book. So we’ll take it right back, I was interested to learn that Samuel was 
discovered as a lengthy scroll among the Dead Sea Scrolls and was referred to as 
4QSam.  This scroll indicates that, what we know as 1 and 2 Samuel, actually 1

belonged together in a single Hebrew book,  it’s suggested that they it was at some 2

point in the early Christian Era that they were divided into the two books as we 
know them today. 
3

Two traditions are found within 1 & 2 Samuel, those being tradition of monarchy and 
prophetic  the books belong to the body of texts known as the former prophets. It’s 4

set in the end of the period of judges which was a time of great changes in political, 
social and religious life,  described as a ‘Theo-political story where the realm of 5

politics and religion were thoroughly intertwined.’   The hope was that an alternative 6

kind of leader would emerge and this leader would be one who would rule with 
justice and begin to order the world in accordance with the values and economy of 
God. 
7

While not included in the lectionary reading this morning the first 3 verses introduce 
us to the narrative. They provide us with a little bit of genealogy for Elkanah  and 8

we’re alerted to the fact that he engaged in the system of polygyny, he had two 
wives, both are named, they’re Peninnah, who had children, and Hannah who did 
not.  We’re told that each year Elkanah would make the journey to Shiloh, which 9

was located in central Palestine midway between Shechem and Bethel, the 
purpose being to worship and sacrifice.  The place he would go, obviously along 10
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with his wives and children, is suggested to be the simple shrine of Eli  where Eli’s 11

sons, Hophini and Phineas, were priests.  If we continue to read on we learn is that 
Hophini and Phineas were not particularly pleasant, as we’re told that what they 
practiced was basically greed and corruption.  Anyhoo, this is the basic context of 12

our reading this morning and we enter the text on the day that Elkanah sacrificed. 
Immediately we’re alerted to the fact that while Peninnah and her children were 
given portions, Hannah was given double, “because he loved her,” even though her 
womb was closed by God.  And so we are introduced to the theme of barrenness.
13

It’s important to once again remember that this text is located within the ancient 
patriarchal world where the identity and role of women was to bear children, 
preferably sons. In this world, barrenness was pure and simply seen as a sign of 
divine punishment.  Allan Boesak suggests; “Barrenness is the way of human 14

history without God….hopelessness, powerlessness, joylessness… to be without a 
future and without human power to invent a future.”  This was Hannah’s way in the 15

world, her barrenness became the foundation of the severe provocation delivered 
by Peninnah  the result being Hannah’s weeping and refusal to eat.  Elkanah’s 16 17

response to Hannah could be understood as sincerely sympathetic, however; if we 
think about it his response is a little clumsy and we could go so far as to suggest a 
little self centred, almost like “am I not enough?”. He’s failing to hear her deep 
distress and the reality of her situation, while he may indeed love her she was 
unable to fulfil her role in the world and if Hannah was to find herself as a widow 
she would be dependant upon the goodwill of Peninnah and her sons - and so far 
that’s not looking particularly positive. 
18

Hannah leaves and we hear that in her deep distress she prayed and wept bitterly.  19

She makes a vow, calling for God to look upon her misery, she identifies herself as 
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God’s אָמָה (amah) maid or handmaid, and asks that she be given a male child.  20 21

Hannah goes on to promise that she will set said male child before God as a 
nazarite until his death, this in and of itself is quite extraordinary as this was a vow 
taken, usually, for a limited time.  The text continues stating he “shall drink neither 22

wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” And so  as this point I 
thought it was appropriate for a little Hebrew interlude. The Hebrew text contains 
no reference to נָזִיר  (nawzeer) which means nazarite, and makes reference to only 23

the most obvious restriction involved with the nazarite vow and that is; no razor 
touching his head.  At this point it’s good to understand that the NRSV was 24

produced after the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and so it was able to take 
advantage of these and other ancient manuscripts that that had been discovered.  25

It’s also suggested that the NRSV contains some 100 corrections and these are 
marked with a Q in the footnotes. 
26

Back to the text. Eli was in the background observing Hannah, who was praying 
silently, leading him to the conclusion she was drunk.  Hannah responds telling Eli 27

that she has been pouring out her soul  that she is speaking out of great anxiety 28

and vexation.  Eli basically blesses her,  interestingly here Hannah now in her 29

response to Eli she refers to herself as ׁשִפְחָה (shiphchah), if you recall from last 30

week this term indicates that Hannah doesn’t considered herself now as a potential 
candidate for marriage or concubinage,  maybe this indicating her absolute 31
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exasperation. That said as we arrive at the conclusion of our reading Hannah does 
conceive and bear a son, whom she named Samuel. 
32

The optional 1 Samuel reading for this morning sees Hannah move from a place of 
silence as she utters a new prayer aloud with a theme of reversal in which God 
raises the lowly and brings down those from high places.  Which will explain the 33

hymn I’ve chosen for afterwards, we will see this theme again in the New Testament 
except on that occasion it will come from the lips of Mary as she sings the 
magnificat.  
34

Any woman who has longed for a child will connect deeply to the anguish of 
Hannah, the depth of her emptiness, the broken dreams. In her cultural context 
Hannah would have being left feeling a sense of  shame, worthlessness even 
perhaps uselessness, in her distress she has no voice, she prays silently, which was 
not a practice of the Israelites.  If we consider barrenness beyond the ability to 35

conceive we can see how this story weaves its way through our communities and 
world. So many people feel empty, devoid of joy and hope, plunged into positions 
of powerlessness and silenced by systems, structures and our very culture, 
because there is still often a rhetoric that suggests our value is based upon what 
we produce for society.


We hear the judgement placed upon Hannah by Eli, we can all shake our heads but 
it’s so easy to pass judgement. I wonder in reading this did we jump to the 
conclusion that Peninnah was basically nasty, provoking and taunting Hannah in 
her despair? Did we for a moment pause and reflect to consider Peninnah’s 
situation and her potential deep hurt? She too was a woman in the same cultural 
context, she had fulfilled society’s, and indeed her husbands, expectation to 
produce children which included males and yet from the text it seems that she was 
unloved and un-favoured.


In Eli’s judgment he failed to hear Hannah’s anguish, the pouring out of her soul, the 
depth of her despair. I wonder, what do we fail to hear? Do we fail to hear the 
anguish and emptiness of the people who are homeless, who have lost their job, a 
loved one? Do we fail to hear the people who are crying out for justice? Do we fail 
to hear the people who call from the margins of our community who pour out their 
souls in hopelessness, joylessness and powerlessness? In our privilege do we fail 
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to recognise or look to the barren spaces of our community and world believing 
that the people in those spaces will produce nothing?


Again I quote Allan Boesak he says; “as Yahweh steps into [the] hopeless, barren 
void and speaks a word of life, which gives life to God's promises and creates a 
future for God's people, a major victory is won over the forces of death and 
despair.”  If we consider the story of Hannah, and before her Sarah,  Rebekah,  36 37 38

Rachel,  we see that  in their despair God enters into the barrenness and gives life. 39

In this time and place and with these examples in mind let’s not ignore the radical 
God we worship, because God choose women in pivotal moments in history - 
women who were not valued in this patriarchal world, God chose women to carry 
forward the story of God’s salvific action in the world, to carry forward the hope.


This radical God is not bound by our judgements, the artificial barriers of our 
cultures, systems and structures. The Mark reading this morning often referred to 
as ‘little apocalypse or synoptic apocalypse’ ends with words of hope, as Jesus 
declares “this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” Any woman who has 
laboured would know that birth pangs are not pain free, nor are they anguish free. 
It’s a time of hope and admittedly sometimes distress, but the hope is that new life 
will lay in their arms. As disciples of Jesus we are called to be his presence in our 
community and world, to carry forward the hope.


Hannah’s prayer of reversal which follows is a prayer of hope, it’s a prayer of 
revolution and a call for change. Still today for us it’s a reminder that we are the 
unlikely called to participate in working for reversal, to dismantle the barriers and 
destructive systems that keep people in places of pain and suffering. It’s a call to 
remember that God turns up in the barren spaces filled with the silenced, a call to 
listen and to persevere in the work of Jesus, even in the moments when we feel that 
no fruit will be born and that our prayers are unanswered. It’s our prayer and a 
prayer of hope for all people who dwell in the barren spaces of this world.


Prayer 

Holy Promise, you turn up in the least expected places and least expected people, 
send your Spirit upon us to open our ears to the silenced, to open our eyes to the 
barren spaces, to open our hearts to offer love and compassion to those in our 

 Boesak in Preaching the Word on sojo.net36

 NRSV Genesis 11:3037

 NRSV Genesis 25:2138

 NRSV Genesis 29:3139

8

http://sojo.net


1 Samuel 1:4-20 Samuel’s Birth and Dedication 
Sunday 14th November 
Rev. Susan Pickering

midst that feel unloved and unworthy. Let us be your people, the hands, feet, mind 
and heart of Jesus in the world. Amen


Hymn My Soul Rejoices in the Lord 
ELLACOMBE 8.6.8.6 D 

Membership Service - Reception of New Member 

Prayers for the People & Lord’s Prayer  

And as a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer;

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

Sending Forth the People of God 

Hymn TiS 561 Who would true valour see 

Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place 

Open to the barrenness in our city,

Hearing the cries of the silenced

Prepared to meet God in unexpected places and people.

Prepared to join in Hannah’s prayer of reversal and revolution,

Prepared to bring transformation, challenge and change in the world.

And as we do…


May the blessing of God, awaken us to the call on our lives,

May the blessing of Jesus, surprise us and set us free,

And may the blessing of Woman Wisdom be the holy midwife who births life into 
the barren spaces of our lives. Amen


Shalom to You 
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Postlude 

Sources 
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Volume 4: Season after Pentecost 2 (Propers 17 - Reign of Christ) Westminster 
John Knox Press 2009


Biggs, C.R. & Catlin, A.L.G. A Way into the Old Testament, Joint Board of Christian 
Education  1988


Burnette-Bletch, Rhonda, Studying the Old Testament: A Companion, Abingdon 
Press, 2007


Gafney, Wilda C., Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah 
and The Throne, Westminster John Knox Press 2017


Gafney, Wilda, C., A Woman’s Lectionary for the Whole Church: A Multigospel 
Single Lectionary Year, Church Publishing Incorporated 2021


Green, Joel, B., Long, Thomas G., Powery, Luke, A., Rigby, Cynthia, L., Sharp, 
Carolyn, J. (Eds.) Connections: Year B, Volume 3, Lent through Pentecost, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2021


Guest, Deryn, Goss, Robert E., West, Mona, Boohache, Thomas (Eds/) The Queer 
Bible Commentary SCM Press, 2006


Longman , Tremper III & Enns Peter (eds.) Dictionary of The Old Testament: 
Wisdom, Poetry & Writings


Macarthur, John, Twelve Extraordinary Women: How God Shaped Women of the 
Bible and What He Wants to Do with You, Nelson Books, 2005


Myers Ched, Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Mark's Story of 
Jesus Orbis Books 2008


10



1 Samuel 1:4-20 Samuel’s Birth and Dedication 
Sunday 14th November 
Rev. Susan Pickering

Preaching the Word on sojo.net


http://www.carolynshymns.com/


http://www.ncccusa.org/newbtu/reader.html 


workingprecher.org


https://biblehub.com/interlinear/
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