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Gathering of the People of God 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome & Notices 

Centring Prayer 

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, 

let us rest in the silence, breathing in the presence of God…


Processional Hymn: Joy to the World TiS268 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

We light this candle as a reminder that Christ is the light of the world. 

Call to Worship 

We gather to worship God,

Whose Word has become human

And is born among us.

We gather to worship God,

Who chose to be centred

Not in the circles of privilege and power

But at the margin,

With the downtrodden, the rejected, and the despised.

Christ breaks all barriers –  
Of age, gender, colour and class 
We meet here to worship God through Christ 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We recognise that God created heaven and earth, the sea and the sky, and all that 
is in them.

This land is Holy Ground 
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As we gather we acknowledge the traditional custodians, 

the Turrbal and Jagera people, elders, past, present and emerging 

We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today. 

Introit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Confession  

Blessed be You, God of Love,

For you chose not to be a far away God,

But One who walked the dusty pathways of the world,

Fully human and in solidarity with the least.


As your light entered the world,

It revealed the darkness and brokenness.


We confess that we allow our fear to rest upon us like a veil of darkness, 

We fear speaking out against injustice,

We fear standing in solidarity with the oppressed,

We fear the darkness that lurks around the corners.

We confess that we have been so caught up in the chaos of Christmas that we 
have forgotten the birth of Jesus and that in his birth you chose to be incarnate.


God at this time of year we forget that we need to speak out against consumerism, 
we get caught in the web, forgetting about the fragility of life.


We fall silent….


Blessed are you God of a different way

Forgive us

Send your Spirit upon us,

May she be the still small voice,

That reminds us Mary laboured in pain,

That Jesus arrived bloodied and crying,

That the Christ child was born to transform the world.

In the name of the new born king.

Amen
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Words of Assurance 

The simple reality is, God is Love.

God’s love embraces each of us, offering forgiveness and freedom,

Let us claim this gift of grace and live fully as the people of God.

Thanks be to God. 

Doxology: I Waited on the Lord  

Service of the Word 

Readings  

1st reading Galatians 4:4 - 7  The Purpose of the Law 
2nd reading Luke 2:22 - 40 Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 

& Return to Nazareth 

This is the Living Word

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Anthem


Message 

On Friday we gathered together in this space for worship and celebrated the birth 
of Jesus. From that many of us would have headed off to share meals, spend time 
with family and probably exchanged gifts. Perhaps there is a general feeling of 
relief, the chaos of Christmas has passed for another year, now it’s time to relax 
and wait with hope that 2021 will bring something new, including an end to the 
pandemic.


So, while the chaos of Christmas, well really the chaos of what it’s become, has 
passed, where our faith is concerned it is yet another beginning. The birth of Jesus 
is a reminder of our call to discipleship and the work of the kingdom.


The Gospel of Luke is suggested to be not ‘simply a narrative text, but a cultural 
product.’  Although the exact date is unknown, this gospel was written well after 1

 Green1
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the crucifixion, the general claim is the last third of the first century, many would’ve 
been left with hopes and dreams of liberation shattered.  The words of Isaiah; 
“Comfort, O comfort my people… prepare the way of the Lord”  would have been 2

very familiar to the people of the first century as they longed for the day when they 
would go out in joy and be led back in peace.  
3

Jerusalem is pivotal within the gospel of Luke, its history packed with promise and 
suffering, and rather than liberation the city was ‘ravaged by Roman armies; by 70 
C E the temple would be a heap of ruins.’  For Luke and his readers, the story of 4

the baby of Jesus, the one laid in the manger, is told when all is not well in their 
world. The readers and hearers knew the tensions, injustice and violence that 
existed in their world.


Our reading from Luke today begins at the sacred space of the temple  in 
Jerusalem, as Jesus is presented. The first thing that this passage does is establish 
Jesus’ Jewish identity.  We are introduced to a devout ‘Torah observant family.’  5 6

The passage begins with mention of “their” purification, which is a bit misleading, 
the purification ritual here is in relation child birth and is specifically for women, so 
this is actually about Mary.  The sacrifice they offered places them in the ranks of 7

the poor  confirming Mary's earlier declaration of her solidarity with the poor Whom 8

God honours.   
9

Simeon is led to the temple by the Spirit and takes Jesus into his arms, as he does 
he addresses God with the rare title δεσποτα (despota/Master, absolute ruler) and 
so acknowledging the fingerprints of God in the activity around Jesus.  Then 10

Simeon begins to praise God for he is now free to die he quotes Isaiah in what we 
now call Nunc Dimittis or The Canticle of Simeon, he declares the coming of Jesus 

 Isaiah 40:1,32

 Isaiah 55:123

 Carroll4

 Gafney in Preaching the Word on sojo.net  5

 Carroll6

 Leviticus 12:47

 Johnson8

 Luke 1:46-559

 Green10
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is the coming of salvation, in continuity with prophetic anticipation.  The parents 11

amazed by what they hear as Simeon blesses Jesus and proclaims a message of 
both joy and pain, ‘destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,’ he will 
be ‘a sign that will be opposed.’  The words of Simeon must have pierced the 12

heart of this new young mother at that moment. 


We are then introduced to Anna, presented as prophet and religious exemplar, who 
began praising God confirming all that Simeon had declared, the wait was over and 
the Messiah had arrived.  As a note here, male and female pairing is common in the 
Gospel of Luke, it’s part of Lukes sociopolitical struggle against sexism,  13

remember that along with being labelled as the Gospel of the Poor, Luke was also 
labelled as the Gospel of women.


Anyhoo, The reading today ends by locating Jesus in his humanness, this Human 
One just like every other child will grow through experience, beginning with early 
childhood and its basic need for acquisition of knowledge, he will become a 
teenage boy that may grunt when asked to do something, ultimately he will be filled 
with wisdom and the favour of God will be upon him. As an adult he will be 
anointed by the Spirit, he will be come the social prophet, the Messiah, bringing 
news of liberation, peace, love, justice in completely unexpected ways. 


Before this encounter Simeon and Anna knew that people suffered, yet held on to 
the hope that the Messiah would come, that liberation, justice and peace would 
come, these two old souls had lived and seen much and possibly thought yes we 
hope but were old now, Simeon had been promised that he would ‘not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.’ He may have been getting a little over it!


This reading is located  in a time and in a land among people who had suffered, 
who had a deep yearning for a king, one that would bring justice and peace, one 
that would bring about the transformation of the world.  We continue today to live 14

knowing the world is not right, we too hold to the hope that the great reversal that 
began with Jesus, that the in-breaking of kingdom that began on that day of Jesus’ 
birth will be established on earth as in heaven. Like the first readers and hearers of 
the Gospel of Luke we can look around and see that all is not well in the world. 
Then as now, with the world being what it is - economic, political and military 

 Green11

 Luke 2:34b12

 Greenway13

 Borg & Crossan14
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systems being what they are - then throw in a global pandemic, peace and justice 
seem to be fragile promises. 


We can begin to sit back and think well that’s that, yes, we’ve celebrated 
Christmas, but now it’s back to real life, yes I acknowledge all is not well, but what 
can we do? And in this we are introduced to the good old “yes, but!” How often do 
we find ourselves saying it? When we think about it, the good old “yes, but” does 
nothing more that place barriers in our way, visions and dreams shattered because 
as soon as the but comes out of our mouths we may as well disregard anything 
that came before it and what tends to happen is excuses and every reason why we 
should not, seem to flow.


Yes, I need to go to yoga, but I’m tired (that’s one of mine!) Yes, we need to expand 
our mission to the vulnerable in the community but… Yes, we need to advocate for 
those who experience injustice but….  Yes, Jesus came but was crucified, I am 
sure that is how many people felt after Jesus took his last breath.


We can at this point sit and feel guilty, we’re really good at that, so much energy 
lost! What about if instead we changed our “yes but?”  What if we open our hearts 
and minds to visions and dreams? Yes, we need to expand our mission to the 
vulnerable in the community and we could begin with…  Yes, we need to advocate 
for those who experience injustice and so let’s get together and look at how we do 
it. Yes Jesus came, and he was crucified, he also brought liberation, broke down 
barriers that separate, he inaugurated the kingdom of God and he loved.


Martin Luther King delivered his I Have a Dream Speech in Washington in 1963, he 
had a dream that “a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the 
heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.”  He 15

had a dream that black and white would join hands, his hope was that all would 
stand in solidarity respecting the dignity of humanity. Simeon waited for many 
years, Anna committed her life to prayer and fasting, never leaving the temple. 
They had a dream that salvation would come and here in Simeon’s arms it lay, he 
embraced the dream that would bring freedom and salvation to all, not just some. 
Let’s prepare to enter the New Year with dreams and visions, breaking through the 
barriers of our “yes, but’s” and daring to step out in faith.


 https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/i-have-dream-address-15

delivered-march-washington-jobs-and-freedom 
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Prayer 

Praise be to you Holy Love, Send your Spirit among us now, may she fill us with 
new dreams and visions, may we take the courage to step out in faith, to continue 
the work that was born at Christmas. Amen


Hymn: I Have a Dream 

Offering and Prayer 

Prayers for the People


As a sign of sacred unity, we join together in the prayer; 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.  

Peace 
 
Sending Forth the People of God  

Hymn: Joyful, Joyful TiS 152


Words of Mission & Blessing 

Let us leave this place

Continuing the journey in to the new year that lies ahead.

May we continue to dream dreams of a world transformed,

Let us hold on to the hope and the love that was birthed on Christmas Day,

Let us embrace once more our call to discipleship,

Knowing that God is with us.
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May the blessing of God, who is beyond time and space, smile upon us,

May the blessing of Christ, who is present among us, help us love justice, trust 
love, search for peace and work for liberation,

and may the blessing of the Holy Spirit open our eyes to the presence of the 
Incarnate God among us in the now.


Recession: Shalom to You 

Postlude 

Sources 

NRSV Holy Bible

Preaching the Word - sojo.net

Duke University

Feasting on the Gospels: Luk, Vol 1, Chapters 1 - 11

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/i-have-dream-address-
delivered-march-washington-jobs-and-freedom 

Luke - Joel B Green
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